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First United Methodist Church of Yankton:

“Our mission is to inspire all people to seek God, grow in their faith, discover their purpose, and serve others to make a difference.” 
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From the Pastor’s Desk
As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens a friend.
-Proverbs 27:17 CEB

One of my go-to shows when I was younger was The Magic School Bus which follows an eccentric Ms. Frizzle and her class of eight students as they go on wacky field trips using their Magic School Bus. The bus shifts and shrinks, it turns into a submarine or a rocket ship or a boat, all depending on what type of adventure the class is having that day. I am currently inspired by this show as it has been something the older girls in my household are choosing to watch, which is great because not only is the show engaging, it is educational. On their field trips the students are getting hands-on experiential learning as they encounter the water cycle or are turned into different animals of the ocean to see the food chain in action. They are learning as they “take chances, make mistakes, and get messy,” which is their catch phrase upon each new adventure. 
As I reflect upon this show and its educational component, I started thinking about the ways in which we learn, specifically about God and our faith. Within the Wesleyan tradition, we have something called the “Wesleyan Quadrilateral” which is a tool we can use as United Methodists to better understand who God is and how God is at work in the world. The four sides of the quadrilateral are: Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason, the last being my focus for today. 
Reason invites us to use our brains, our thinking, our intellect and wisdom to navigate the world and our relationship with God. Look at what has been created and the different components of each thing - the atoms that make up literally everything, the way plants use water and light to create energy for themselves, the ways our bodies are both so complex and so fragile - knowing the ins and outs of how the world works gives us glimpses into better understanding God and how God is at work in the world. 

Charge Conference
Charge Conference will be held here at First UMC Yankton on Sunday, November 1st at 6pm. We will also be joined by Gayville UMC. Rev. Brandon Vetter, the Southeast District Superintendent, will be here to lead the meeting. 
This is a time of highlighting God's faithfulness and direction throughout the past and sharing God's vision for the future of our Church. All are welcome to attend this annual event that celebrates our local church. 

Leadership Team Applications Due October 16th, 2026
Interested in having a greater voice and role in the church? All members are eligible and encouraged to prayerfully consider applying for a role on the Leadership Team of our church! Each year a position opens on Finance (budgeting and stewardship), Trustees (Care of the physical assets of the church), and SPRC (care for the pastor and staff of the church). Our Leadership Advocate position is also available. 
We are also taking applications if you’d like to be an Annual Conference delegate from our church in June 2027. One delegate (we can take 3 in total) also serves on the Leadership Team. 
If you have questions, please contact any current leadership team member or Pastor Valerie. Applications can be found on our website at www.firstumcyankton.org/leadership

Youth Group
We are excited to start another year of Youth Group for youth in grades 7-12. Join us Wednesday nights @ 7-8pm for connection with Christ and one another - and of course some fun, too! Please reach out to Pastor Valerie with any questions.


605  Children’s Ministry

Trunk or Treat 
	Mark your calendars and put your creative caps on as Trunk or Treat returns to our First UMC Parking Lot October 28th 6:00-7:00pm. There will be no 605 this night, so parents are encouraged to bring their children at 6 and start trick or treating. All are invited to decorate their trunk. Trinity Lutheran will also be joining us for the trunk or treat. If you have any questions, please talk to Brooklyn 
United Women in Faith 
The United Women in Faith will be meeting on October 5th,  at 1:30 in the church lounge (right behind the sanctuary). Our program will be presented by Karen Neuhalfer and her husband on working with bees.  Diane Kisch is our hostess and person for the devotional this month. All women are welcome please come to enjoy the church fellowship in a smaller group.  Invite a friend to come!

 
Looking for a new Youth Coordinator
The church is in need of and looking for a new youth coordinator, who would be in charge of the youth group. Youth group meets on Wednesday nights during the school year.  This position could be filled as either a paid or volunteer position.  We are hoping to fill this position before the end of summer.  If you would like more information or would be interested in filling this position, please talk to someone in the church office, or the SPPRC team: Tammi, Mikael, or Jeannette.   Thank you so much! 

Annual Soup Kitchen
Yankton’s “best” Soup Kitchen is scheduled for Tuesday, October 20th from 4:30 to 7pm. Once again, we need the congregation’s help and support to continue this tradition. Donations of 9-inch pies, one and half gallons each of vegetable beef soup (seasoned), chicken broth, and chicken (noodles to be added later) and chili are needed as well as cash donations to purchase supplies. Please complete the signup sheet and leave it in the box in the lounge, or at the church office no later than October 5th. Cash or check donations should be sent to the Church office with the notation “soup kitchen”. Country Store is returning for all the “crafters”. Features: The homemade bakery, a canning shelf, holiday items, maybe sewing, knitted items, etc.  A donation form is included in this Reminder.  If you get a call to work, please say yes! This project is a major source of funding for Untied Women of Faith budget which pays a portion of camping for youth and for mission projects. Pray for the project. Participate and be present. Donations of food can be dropped off at 7am on October 20th. 

Mission Moments
Carla Hummel, Missions Coordinator
Thank you to all that have been living out your faith through actions. Being the hands and feet of Christ is humbling and so many of you have lived out this service to those in need in our community.  In a busy week of mission service, Loads of Love put coins in over 95 machines on that Tuesday night. And turned around and fed over 174 people at the Banquet on Thursday.  Your support for these missions shows so much love and compassion.  This week in Bibles and Brews we are talking about the importance of community – how much we can accomplish together! 
Scripture reflection:
"Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?" James 2:15-16
 
More opportunities to be the hands and feet of Christ:
· Loads of Love November 17th, and December 29th.
· Mission fundraiser:  November 15th
· Mead Museum Hall of Trees
· Angel Tree
· Garden Harvest
· Diaper Drive – more information to come.
 
If you have interest in assisting with any of these missions, please sign up at the Missions table or contact Carla Hummel.
Thanks again everyone for coming together to serve others!

Giving 
by Susan Thorson, Faith Community Nurse
2 Corinthians 6-7: “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful heart.”
This scripture has been based on my recent research in the last couple of weeks reading different versions of the Bible and different explanations from clergy. It is often a scripture that is used by congregations as they discern during the annual time of pledging for a coming year. But it not only means to give of your financial resources but also to give out generously of your love, joy, compassion and grace. Remember if we don’t give it out then we don’t get it back. As the scripture tells us, in order to reap generously, we need to sow generously not only of our resources but sow our time, skills and talents. As we are doing this, we are planting our gifts of life to others. When we think about sowing generously, we can do this at our work, our school, our ministry, and our relationships. It is a means to be a follower of Jesus.
It is also a reminder to me of my past growing up as a farmer’s daughter. 
Remembering back in the spring each year, it always amazed me how my father and brothers decided how much seed to plant, how deep to plant the seed, what fertilizer to use and what field they would plant the seed. With these decisions, and God willing, the sun and rains would come, and a bountiful harvest would be produced. But if something was not just right, the harvest would be less to almost nothing in drought years.
Adam Hamilton in his book “The Walk” said: “Our giving is a form of self-denial, a form of
worship, a means of sowing, a way of recognizing that all of life is a gift, an attempt to give back, an expression of love and gratitude, and a means to follow Christ.”
Whatever it is, give of your heart and soul. Luke 6:38: “Give and it will be given to you.” Happy giving to you, blessings.

Leadership Team Meeting Minutes
September 27, 2027

· Leadership Team Attendance: Tammi Downs, Steve King, Scott G., Diane Kisch, Laura Slowey, Mikael Pietila, Pastor Valerie
· Church Members: Dan and Marilyn Elwood, Merle Brandt
· Pastor Valerie invited everyone to answer “How is it with your soul” which is a very Wesleyan way to start any Methodist meeting as we check in with one another on a personal and spiritual level. 

· Alisha Vincent from the Dakotas Foundation spent some important and intentional time sharing about the Foundation and all the support the Foundation can share with our congregation. The Leadership Team is in favor of hosting a Legacy Giving workshop to educate and support our church members in their financial planning. 
· Previous meeting minutes approval moved by Tammi, seconded by Scott - approved unanimously. 
· Financial report approval moved by Mikael, seconded by Scott - approved unanimously.
· We are preparing for Charge Conference on November 1st at 6pm. This includes preparing the clergy compensation form, a parsonage walk through with members of SPPRC and Trustee, and reports from the appropriate committees. 
· Trustees are discerning between a few different bids regarding tree trimming on the east side of the church building. There is also a bid from Olsen’s pest to aid in preventing unwanted pests from entering the church.
· Green Team celebrates the semi-annual litter pick-up that occurred on Wednesday September 23rd. 
· SPPRC reports the continued discernment regarding the Youth Coordinator position and planning for clergy compensation discussion. 
· Pastor Valerie invited the cancellation of Zoom (online video meetings) since we are not using it as much as we once were. She invited those leaders who are rolling off of the leadership team to pray and think about who would do well to replace their position on the leadership team. She reminded the team that we have 3 spots available at the 2027 Annual Conference in Mitchell, SD. 
· Other Business:
· The Elwood’s celebrated how fruitful the community garden plots have been and have invited someone else to take over the leadership of these plots. They are willing to pay the cost of the plots and they have many tools for use but would love to see someone else (or a group) take over this ministry that supports the care casseroles, contact center, and families within the church. 
· The meeting was adjourned with the reminder of the next meeting being scheduled for Sunday October 18th after worship. 

Thank You
Thank you to everybody who has brought travel size soaps, shampoos and conditioners, toothbrushes and toothpaste, and other personal hygiene items. There is a definite need in the community so keep them coming. As soon as they get placed out, they make their way out the door again. Thank you again and keep then coming! (Please no medications.)
Mikael Pietila

Thank you for lifting me up in prayer, before, during, and after my surgery! Not just me but my family, Rob, and my entire medical care team. Your cards -- all the way from SD made me feel less alone and I'm forever grateful! I ask for continued prayers as we navigate recovery.
 Love Rachel Sheehan

I wish to express my sincere thanks to all who consoled me with calls  visits cards and personal feelings with my loss. I appreciate my church friends more than you can know . Love Rose Nedved I wish to express my sincere thanks to all who consoled me with calls  visits cards and personal feelings with my loss. I appreciate my church friends more than you can know . Love Rose Nedved

In Our Thoughts  & Prayers 
Gene Kisch, Norma Wittmeier, Rev Howard Grinager; Ken Bevers; Dani Frahm; Birch Hilton; Sharon Stowe, Rachel, Rev Karl & Jo Watkins’s daughter and Mikael Pietila’s sister; Lonnie Root; Bill Fargo; Eric Nichols & family; Mary Alice Halverson; Mary Pierce; Sue Strasburg. 

Church family serving in the military: all men & women serving in the military and their families.


October Birthdays
2 - Jane Rodig

3 - Paula Keehr, Jack Stoddard

5 - Bob Thue, Kenzie Giziewski 

8 - Don Lepp, Sherry Rabenberg

9 - Garner Brandt, Chuck Ditmar

11- Isabella Downs		
	
12 - Marilyn Holzwarth, Mary Heubaum,	
	Heather Hirsch, Trevan Palecek	

15 - Judy Bevers, Bill Fargo

16 - Terry Norton 

17 - Mike Erickson, Jack Olson
	
18 -	Elle Guthmiller	

19 - Heather Rabenberg, Amanda Gravholt

20 - Chad Herrmann, Kaitlin	Guthmiller,
        Ryan Bakke	
	
21 - Dave Becker

22 - Samuel Slowey, Loran Moore, Abbi Olson 

23 - Marv Withrow
 
26 - 	Austin Nickles

27 - Evie Sime	

29 - Alyssa Herrmann
        
31 - Tammi Downs 
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FUMC Financials by Diane Kisch (Financial Assistant) 
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Month Income Expenses Amount

January $81,361.33 $41,833.98 $39,527.35

February $28,748.45 $24,012.23 $4,736.22

March $35,047.54 $35,993.94 ($946.40)

April $27,947.49 $26,155.19 $1,792.30

May $26,986.39 $27,690.40 ($704.01)

June $27,373.99 $39,340.14 ($11,966.15)

July $25,522.83 $24,253.02 $1,269.81

August $33,978.73 $23,808.73 $10,170.00

Sept $0.00

October $0.00

November $0.00

December $0.00

Totals $286,966.75 $243,087.63 $43,879.12

Cash Flow 2026

  Projected 2026Expenses are $441,843.00

* Income for January is generally higher than other 

months as we have some members that give their annual 

pledge in one month. 


