2.	 Mission Statement 
First United Methodist Church of Yankton:

“Our mission is to inspire all people to seek God, grow in their faith, discover their purpose, and serve others to make a difference.” 
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From the Pastor’s Desk
Two are better than one because they have a good return for their hard work. If either should fall, one can pick up the other. But how miserable are those who fall and don’t have a companion to help them up! Also, if two lie down together, they can stay warm. But how can anyone stay warm alone? Also, one can be overpowered, but two together can put up resistance. A three-ply cord doesn’t easily snap.
-Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 CEB

As I was listening to the radio the other day, someone was being interviewed about a recent event, and they started talking about community. If you know me, you will know I am a big fan of community living. Having a community of support that surrounds you is, in my opinion, of the utmost importance. Typically, I am preaching or communicating about community in the realm of religious and spiritual life, so it was interesting to me hearing someone talking about community in a more secular space. Of course, my ears perked up!
This person being interviewed was inviting listeners to have conversations with their children and family members regarding the importance of looking out for other people. We are invited to open our eyes to the needs that are presented beyond our own personal and individual needs. It seems that encouraging others to see what needs lie beyond ourselves invites stronger community connection, increased support, and overall better community living. 
Yet it is so easy to fall into living for oneself. It is so easy to see the needs you have as an individual and work to meet those needs, potentially forgetting about the ways in which we can support our community as a whole.
		It may be difficult to look beyond the needs we have, or the needs of our household or family, and find ways to be attentive to the needs of our church family or the needs of our community members. 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 give us great insight into community living. How great it is to have someone there to pick you up when you fall, to keep you warm, to strengthen you. And, how great it is to be that person who is doing the picking up, the warming, the strengthening. We need each other to function, to thrive, and sometimes to survive. We cannot and should not go through life alone. God made us for each other; God created Adam and decided that wasn’t good enough and so God gave Adam a companion. That was very good. 
My prayer today and every day is that we are able to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world, that we are able to see the needs within our lives, within our church and our community, and that we are able to do something about fulfilling those needs. May these words of wisdom literature from Ecclesiastes inspire you to seek out community, to be in community, and to celebrate the ways in which you can support and are supported by community. 

Blessings,
Pastor Valerie

Legacy Giving Event
Monday, November 16th at 6pm. Join us for a 90-minute interactive workshop. Learn about wills and estate planning, make your wishes known to loved ones and explore legacy and charitable giving opportunities. Dinner will be provided. RSVP is required so materials can be prepared. A signup sheet is available at the Hy-Vee table or via signup genius. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4BACAB2EA1FFC52-67010321-legacy

Youth Group
For youth in grades 7-12 join us Wednesday nights @ 7-8pm for connection with Christ and one another - and of course some fun, too! Please reach out to Pastor Valerie with any questions.


605 Food donation needs 
Green beans (no french cut); Hamburger; fruit cups/applesauce and juice boxes – please write 605 on items.

United Women in Faith 
The United Women in Faith will be meeting on November 2nd.  Our program this month is the World Thanks Offering and Memorial Service by Diane Kisch.  Devotions and our hostess is Marilyn Elwood. We meet in the church lounge {right behind the sanctuary. All women are welcome, please join us for the program and fellowship with a dessert and coffee.
 
Looking for a new Youth Coordinator
The church is in need of and looking for a new youth coordinator, who would be in charge of the youth group. Youth group meets on Wednesday nights during the school year.  This position could be filled as either a paid or volunteer position.  We are hoping to fill this position before the end of summer.  If you would like more information or would be interested in filling this position, please talk to someone in the church office, or the SPPRC team: Tammi, Mikael, or Jeannette.   Thank you so much! 

\
Mission Moments
Carla Hummel, Missions Coordinator
We still have some openings on our last two dates for this year with Loads of Love.
November 17th and December 29th 4-6pm, it’s as easy as putting coins in the machines. Sign up TODAY!
 	Mission Fundraiser coming up on November 15th. After church service we will have cheesy potato soup (potatoes from the garden), build your own sandwich, and a dessert auction! Looking for donations for dessert, an auctioneer, and people to buy! Would also appreciate some help with dishes after the meal. 
This day will be a Mission Day as we talk about the Missions we do through our church and in support of our community as well as others. Come to the service that day to learn about the many ways we serve others through our love of Christ!
 
Decorating the Christmas Tree at Mead
November 19th at 6pm. Theme is Silver Bells, looking for decoration donations and ideas for things to share within the theme. Let me know if you would like to be a part of this great outreach in our community.
Thank you for all of your generosity in support of the Missions we serve!

Leadership Team Meeting Minutes
October 18th, 2026
· Leadership Board Members Present: Jeannette and John Schaefer, Tammi Downs, Mikael Pietila, Robert Thue, Steve King, Marc Mooney, Dan Johnson, Scott Giziewski, Laura Slowey, Pastor Valerie
Guests Present: Dan and Marilyn Elwood
Opened with Mission and Vision Statement
Pastor invited sharing “How is it with your soul?” and prayer.
Pastor read previous meeting minutes out loud.
Dan approved previous meeting minutes - Marc seconded - approved.
Finance Report - Marc reported.
Bob moved to approve financial report - Dan seconded - approved.

Finance Team Report:
· Legacy Giving Event Monday November 16th @ 6pm with dinner included
· Marc reported on Generosity Grove 
· Thinking about including on future pledge card if the church is on one’s will as inviting conversation about estate planning
· Audit - Marc reported positively.
· Marc moved to approve the audit as presented - Steve seconded - approved.

Trustee Report:
· Updating insurance policy for the church building.
· Parsonage: Floortech assessed laundry room. Drywall and flooring need to be removed. 
· Scott recommends having Floortech proceed in removal and replacing.
· Walsh will proceed with tree/branch removal - on the schedule.
· Gutter guard - proceeding with as well - Craig Jansen.
· [image: ]Shed Roof - Scott to plan a weekend to fix the shed roof within the next month.

SPPRC Report:
· Approved Clergy Compensation Form 
· Tammi moved to approve - Jeannette second - approved
· Discussion about increase being closer to COL/CPI increase - desiring previous compensation forms to compare/contrast in the future.

Green Team:
· Renew garden plot in February - communicate deadline so congregation can choose to put energy into this ministry.
· Green team may not have capacity to support a community garden alone. 

Pastor’s Report:
· Parsonage walk-through with SPRC and Trustee - Oct. 27

Business:
· Discussion about quarterly report from Leadership Team at worship - November 8th.
· Conversation around a cultural potluck in December 13th.
· Next Meeting November 22 after worship
· Meeting adjourned (Steve made motion; John seconded)


Thank You 
Thank you so much to Pastor Valerie & Susan for their prayers & visits, as well the beautiful memorial services. Thank you as well to all of the Methodist Angels for their assistance before, during & after Mark’s celebration of life.
We are truly blessed to be surrounded by such an amazing family of faith.
With appreciation, Shar Peterson & family

We at the Yankton Area Banquet wish to thank you for serving our guests on September 17th. The generosity in sharing of your time and talents was appreciated very much!
Julie Stevens, Correspondence Secretary



In Our Thoughts  & Prayers 
For the family of Mark Peterson, Mark passed away. Carol Skonhovd, Bob Walser, Gene Kisch, Norma Wittmeier, Rev Howard Grinager; Ken Bevers; Dani Frahm; Birch Hilton; Rachel, Rev Karl & Jo Watkins’s daughter and Mikael Pietila’s sister; Lonnie Root; Bill Fargo; Eric Nichols & family; Mary Alice Halverson; Mary Pierce; Sue Strasburg. 

Church family serving in the military: all men & women serving in the military and their families.

November Birthdays
2 - Monte Gulick, Rev. Jo Watkins

3 - Sara Olson

4 - Braelyn Watsen

5 - Alix Peterka, Bailey Peterka, Cassi Pietz

7 - Lisa Irwin, Jim Strasburg

9 - Mary Olsen, Esther LaBounty   

10 - Suzanne Tessier
         
11 - Delores Moore

12 - Ellen Slowey, Bonnie Hanson

13 - Barb Hirsch, Andrea Tramp  

15 - Jenae Norton, Warren Peterson 

18 - Lily Lawrence, Mary Malchow, Jason Ricke

19 - Lara Cunningham

22 - Craig Sherman, Jane Walser

23 - Kenny Doering, Shar Peterson

24 - Karen Miller, Sue Strasburg

28 - Julie Moderegger, Jerry Wilson

30 - JoAnne Roach
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Month Income Expenses Amount

January $81,361.33 $41,833.98 $39,527.35

February $28,748.45 $24,012.23 $4,736.22

March $35,047.54 $35,993.94 ($946.40)

April $27,947.49 $26,155.19 $1,792.30

May $26,986.39 $27,690.40 ($704.01)

June $27,373.99 $39,340.14 ($11,966.15)

July $25,522.83 $24,253.02 $1,269.81

August $33,978.73 $23,808.73 $10,170.00

Sept $23,900.23 $29,023.04 ($5,122.81)

October $0.00

November $0.00

December $0.00

Totals $310,866.98 $272,110.67 $38,756.31

FUMC Financials by Diane Kisch (Financial Assistant) 

Cash Flow 2026

  Projected 2026Expenses are $441,843.00

* Income for January is generally higher than other 

months as we have some members that give their annual 

pledge in one month. 


