2.	 Mission Statement 
First United Methodist Church of Yankton:

“Our mission is to inspire all people to seek God, grow in their faith, discover their purpose, and serve others to make a difference.” 
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From the Pastor’s Desk
For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven. A time to be born and a time to die. A time to plant and a time to harvest. A time to kill and a time to heal. A time to tear down and a time to build up. A time to cry and a time to laugh. A time to grieve and a time to dance. A time to scatter stones and a time to gather stones. A time to embrace and a time to turn away. A time to search and a time to quit searching. A time to keep and a time to throw away. A time to tear and a time to mend. A time to be quiet and a time to speak. A time to love and a time to hate. A time for war and a time for peace.
-Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
I write this month’s Reminder Article right after dropping off my second at her first day of “big-kid” school. As I drove to my office from the school, I prayed for my child. I prayed that God would take away her nerves, that she would feel God’s presence with her, and that she would have so much fun that she would forget how much she may miss her family. I have a similar prayer for all going back to school this season, because the transition from summer to school can be a tricky one. And thankfully, this is just a season. 
Every element of life is just a season, if you really think about it. Some seasons are longer than others, some are more difficult, some are restful or celebratory. This reading from Ecclesiastes’ third chapter is so relevant as we reflect upon the change of seasons as a constant within our lives. There is something we can always count on and that is the fact that things change. 
Living in South Dakota, we get the full spectrum of weather as the change in seasons is very noticeable within our daily lives. What may not always be obvious are the seasons changing within our personal lives. We fall into a season of grief as the vision we have for our future becomes different than we expected. 
We enter into a season of joy as new life enters the scene. We experience seasons of anxiety or excitement or frustration. We have all gone through different, difficult, life-giving seasons within our lives.
The great thing about seasons is they always shift, and the great thing about God is that God is always present. We may choose to walk through our seasons with others - our friends or family or church community - or maybe we feel more comfortable going through seasons in a little more solitude. Either way, God is always with us no matter the season. God empowers, inspires, and gives us what we need to make it to the next season. 
This reading from Ecclesiastes reminds us that no matter what season we are in, another one is coming. Things in life don’t always last. But we can trust God’s love and presence will be with us through it all. 

Blessings, Pastor Valerie

Methodism 101 (Membership Class)
"Pastor Valerie will be offering learning opportunities throughout the month of September for anyone wanting to learn more about being United Methodist. For those seeking membership at Yankton First United Methodist Church, please join us for one "Class One" and one "Class Two". Anyone else interested in a refresher regarding all things United Methodist can come and go within the classes as they'd like. Classes will last 45-60 minutes.
Sundays @ 9:00am - Confirmation Classroom 203/205
September 6 - Class One: Who we are and how we are set up.
September 13 - Class One: Who we are and how we are set up.
September 20 - Class Two: What we believe and how we can connect.
September 27 - Class Two: What we believe and how we can connect.
Please reach out to Pastor Valerie with any questions." 

Youth Group
We are excited to start another year of Youth Group for youth in grades 7-12. Join us Wednesday nights @ 7-8pm for connection with Christ and one another - and of course some fun, too! Please reach out to Pastor Valerie with any questions.


605  Children’s Ministry
605 Starts Wednesday, September 2nd.  Supper will be served at 5:15pm with 605 going till 6:45pm. To get your child(ren) registered for 605 please use the link 
 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1VgvbjfZIorvB8sdRAxPR9Nxd78_PgbQBtwFUWV0LPdA/edit.
If interested in helping with 605 in anyway, please talk to Brooklyn. We are looking for a teacher’s helper in the 5-6 grade classroom, and an assistant cook to help Laurie Baily. If interested talk to Brooklyn. 

605 Classroom supplies Needed
Items needed are: markers, colored pencils, glue bottles, glue sticks, expo markers, play dough,  and watercolor paints. Items can be placed on square table in lobby. 

605 Food donation needs  
Green beans (no french cut); hamburger; ketchup; ranch dressing; fruit cups/applesauce and juice boxes – please write 605 on items. Items can be placed in the kitchen. 

Youth Bell Choir
All 3rd grade and up are invited to be a part of the Youth Bell Choir. We will meet in the Music Room, starting Wednesday, September 9th at 4:50pm. We will have a great time learning to read music and play in church. Contact Jill Wilson if you have any questions. 

Jubilee Bells 
Our adult bell choir that plays bells and chimes will meet on Wednesday nights from 6:00-7:00 starting September 9th. We have lots of fun ringing together and sharing our love of music with the church in worship once a month. Contact Jill Wilson if you have any questions. 

Chancel Choir
Chancel Choir offers opportunities for those who love to raise your voice in thanks and praise to God. There is a place for you in this music ministry.  If you have been thinking of joining the choir, or if you are new to town or to the church, the Chancel Choir family within our larger church family is an excellent starting point. We are eager for you to join us as we sing a wide variety of music from contemporary to gospel. Practice starts Thursday, September 10th at 4:00pm in the Sanctuary.

FUMC Kids Hope
With Labor Day just around the corner, that means it’s time once again for our Kids Hop USA Ministry Program Mentoring visits to resume with our locally partnered Beadle Elementary School. 
This fall we need to add more mentors to be paired with our list of kiddos for this school year. With just a weekly 30-minute mentoring visit, not only are you greatly enriching a student’s life you too will receive so much more joy, fulfillment and rewards back. 
If interested or have any questions about getting started, please feel free to contact myself or the church office. Thank you FUMC for continuing our ministry with Kids Hope USA program.
Director of Kids Hope USA, Jill Wilson 

United Women in Faith 
Ladies you are invited to come to the  September meeting of United Women in Faith.  The date  is September 14th. We meet at 1:30pm in the church lounge [right behind the sanctuary].  This month  our  speaker will be Pastor Valerie.  Delores Kafka will share a devotion, and Corrine Ditmar is our hostess.  Our group meets on the first Monday of each month [with summer months off]. At our meetings we  have a speaker or project and a little church fellowship.  Hope you will join us.  


Meet and Greets
We are planning to have several small “meet and greets” to help Pastor Valerie get to know people. We are looking for families who would volunteer to host one of these at their home or backyard, where 10 or 12 people would show up and supply dessert, and Pastor Valerie and her family could come and get to know people in small groups. If anyone is interested in hosting one of these meet and greets, there is a sign-up sheet on the mission table in the lobby or please talk with Tammi, Mikael, or Jeannette.
     
Looking for a new Youth Coordinator
The church is in need of and looking for a new youth coordinator, who would be in charge of the youth group. Youth group meets on Wednesday nights during the school year.  This position could be filled as either a paid or volunteer position.  We are hoping to fill this position before the end of summer.  If you would like more information or would be interested in filling this position, please talk to someone in the church office, or the SPPRC team: Tammi, Mikael, or Jeannette.   Thank you so much! 


Mission Moments
Carla Hummel, Missions Coordinator
We need 2 more volunteers for Loads of Love September 15th  and 4 volunteers for September 29th. Please check your calendars.  It’s a great way to serve others.  Do it as a group of friends, a bible study group, a family – or just sign up yourself!  Your service is greatly appreciated!
Also in September is the Banquet!  More information to come and a menu. [image: 😊]
Healthy Yankton Gardens – please consider stopping by.  Pull some weeds, help water, and/or help us as the gardens begin to produce.  The harvest is used to support so many things – care casseroles, contact center and/or Yankton food for thought, salsa sales for the Angel fund, etc.  Your help – helps so many!
 	Thanks again for being such great servants of Christ!  YOU make a difference in the lives of others!

Thank Yous
Family and Friends, thank you for celebrating with us during this joyful season of our lives. We hope you know just how much you are loved by us. Your thoughtfulness and generosity mean the world, and we feel so lucky to have such amazing family and friends in our corner as
we start our life together. 
With all our love The Jordres

I wish to express my sincere thanks to all who consoled me with calls  visits cards and personal feelings with my loss. I appreciate my church friends more than you can know . Love Rose Nedved I wish to express my sincere thanks to all who consoled me with calls  visits cards and personal feelings with my loss. I appreciate my church friends more than you can know . Love Rose Nedved

In Our Thoughts  & Prayers 
Gene Kisch, Norma Wittmeier, Rev Howard Grinager; Ken Bevers; Dani Frahm; Birch Hilton; Sharon Stowe, Rachel, Rev Karl & Jo Watkins’s daughter and Mikael Pietila’s sister; Lonnie Root; Bill Fargo; Eric Nichols & family; Mary Alice Halverson; Mary Pierce; Sue Strasburg. 

Church family serving in the military: all men & women serving in the military and their families.


September Birthdays
1 - Gage Guthmiller

2 - Ron Olson, Morgan Rodig

4 - Sam Mooney, Ken Olsen, Kylie Rodig, 
      Stetson Brandt

6 - Denise Erickson 

7 - Harlan Teichroew

8 - Brady Jaquith
	
10 - Lydia Giziewski

11 - Rick Petersen, Anna Nickles

13 - Anne Withrow, Tom Downs

14 - Lindsey Hale, Shirley Root

15 - Harper Den Herder

18 - Bob Walser

19 - Marilyn Elwood

20 - Chris Peterka, Chrissie Wieseler
      
21 - Aron Eddy 

22 - Arlys Cauwels

25 - Deklan Olson, Will Dangler

26 - Paul Nielson

28 - Julie Mudry 

29 - Kami Cornemann, Dave Holzwarth, 
        Scott Enfield
 
     



	FUMC Financials 
by Diane Kisch (Financial Assistant) 

	
	

	
	

	2026
	Cash Flow
	

	
	
	

	Month
	Income
	Expenses
	Amount
	

	Jan
	$81,361.33 
	$41,833.98 
	$39,527.35 
	

	Feb
	$28,748.45 
	$24,012.23 
	$4,736.22 
	

	Mar
	$35,047.54 
	$35,993.94 
	($946.40)
	

	Apr
	$27,947.49 
	$26,155.19 
	$1,792.30 
	

	May
	$26,986.39 
	$27,690.40 
	($704.01)
	

	Jun
	$27,373.99 
	$39,340.14 
	($11,966.15)
	

	Jul
	$25,522.83 
	$24,253.02 
	$1,269.81 
	

	Aug
	
	
	$0.00 
	

	Sept
	
	
	$0.00 
	

	Oct
	
	
	$0.00 
	

	Nov
	
	
	$0.00 
	

	Dec
	
	
	$0.00 
	

	Totals
	$252,988.02 
	$219,278.90 
	$33,709.12 
	

	Projected 2026 Expenses are $441,843.00
* Income for January is generally higher than other months as we have some members that give their annual pledge in one month. 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




Leadership Team Meeting August 16, 2026
Those present: Steve King, Laurie Bailey, Tammi Downs, Robert Thue, John and Jannette Schaefer, Marc Mooney, Mikael Pietila, Diane Kisch, Laura Slowey, Pastor Valerie

Mission and Vision Statements recited; Pastor prayed. 

Bob approved previous meeting minutes; Marc second

Financial Report given by Diane Kisch
Marc to approve; Laurie to second

Finance 
Generosity Grove coming to our September 20th meeting.

           Trustee
· Scott - trimming trees and bushes around the church total bid $4475 from Walsh (with $1000 donation from Jim S)
	Seeking other bids (Klein Tree Company)  
Laurie will ask Jim to seek other bids
· Pet smell in laundry room at parsonage 
John to come check out the laundry/mud room - solution to come
· Sign for picnic shelter across the street - Diane working on
· City said “no” to the crosswalk - we will not paint a crosswalk on the road
· Scott on shed roof
· Laurie requesting using kitchen space for monastery meals
· Thinking around 605 and care casseroles - funerals possibly 
· Create a contract - Lisa has a form for people who use the church
· Fee - amount between pastor, Lisa, and org 
· Laurie thinking about dishwasher soap, etc. 
· AED signs have been installed

SPPRC
· Tammi - checking in with custodial staff
· Meet and Greets - Tammi scheduling 
· Youth Pastor position still open
· Scheduling KYNT radio announcement - intro and youth pastor position
Pastor and Mikael

Green Team
· Fall liter pick up - getting the youth involved
· Pastor
· Membership Class : Methodism 101 - starting Sundays in September
Joys and concerns in worship - we will start passing the microphone around during this time
Let pastor know about it ahead of time, too, if uncomfortable speaking into mic
Pastor requested meeting with SPPRC to check in
Planning to be a part of Higher Ground, a conference initiative, this upcoming year

Other Business
· Memorial: (memorial committee)
Adding Carol Becker to the main board instead of having a plaque in the kitchen
· Diane to check in with CS Brandon regarding a pet owner policy with parsonage living
· Soup Kitchen Oct. 20th
· Diane inviting others to read through leadership handbook bring back changes, suggestions, etc. next meeting
· Next Meeting September 20th 
· Laurie move to adjourn meeting; Laura second
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