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First United Methodist Church of Yankton:

“Our mission is to inspire all people to seek God, grow in their faith, discover their purpose, and serve others to make a difference.” 






[bookmark: _Hlk207025429]2026 Annual Conference Recap
by Craig Sherman
2026 Annual Conference Recap for June 5, 2026
     Opening worship: Bishop Lanette delivers the 2026 Episcopal Address during opening worship on June 5, 2026, at Legacy. The worship leaders were Rev. Allison Galbreath and Rev. Cory Thrall. Praise team members are Krisa Ducker, Brandon Dunham, Taylor Johnson, Teresa Person, Henry Trefz, and Steve Trefz. More than 365 people participated in the worship service, with communion served by deacons.
Be people who get in the way: 2026 Episcopal Address                  
     “Be ecclesia people who get in the way. Get in the way of fear, hopelessness, injustice, hatred, anything that diminishes others in Christ,” Bishop Lanette Plambeck told those gathered for opening worship at the 33rd Session of the Dakotas Annual Conference. In the 2026 Episcopal Address, Bishop Plambeck shared the meaning of Ecclesia with the 365 in attendance in Bismarck, North Dakota. It is an ancient Greek and Latin term that translates to "an assembly called out".
     Speaker: Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank, serves the Los Angeles Episcopal Area, which includes the California-Pacific Annual Conference. Bishop Dottie grew up as a daughter of Lutheran missionaries, living on the border of Arizona and Mexico. A social worker, she specialized in foster care and medical pediatric crisis management. Bishop Dottie will deliver the message at morning worship, Saturday, June 6.  Watch for an article tomorrow.
     Plenary Sessions I and II: Participants passed the organizational resolutions and heard the 2027 Budget Proposal presentation. The 2025-2026 Missional Report was introduced and will be received in four parts. Part one of the report focused on serving joyfully in mission ministries, and part two, on serving joyfully in camping and retreat ministries, was presented.  Legislative Items 1.2 Revised Conference Rules and 1.3  Revised Conference Structure were considered.                       
     #Be UMC Awards: The #BeUMC Awards recognize individuals who embody our shared United Methodist vision to love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously. The awards were presented to Rev. Bennet Clough and Julia Jones.
In the evening, a Painted Prayers Workshop was held, and 2,000 Blessing Bags were packed.
2026 Annual Conference Recap for June 6, 2026
     Miracle Offering worship: Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank delivered the message for the 2026 Miracle Offering worship, "Seed Slingers of Hope." So far, $51,300 has been collected for the 2026 Miracle Offering: “From the Wellspring: Faith That Learns, Love That Serves."  
     Ted-style Talks: Two speakers presented short Ted-Style talks: Rev. Jen Huff and Rev. Gad Maiga. Rev. Jen Huff is an ordained deacon serving as the Mission Engagement Liaison for the General Board of Global Ministries and the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry for the North Central Jurisdiction and spoke about serving joyfully and catching a glimpse of God. Rev. Gad Maiga, who currently serves the United Methodist Church in Albert Lea, Minnesota, shared his story of resilience, persistence, and openness to God, "From Kenya to Minnesota."
     Friday's Speaker: Reading the words from Matthew 25, in bare feet, Bishop Dottie Escobedo-Frank, Resident Bishop of the California-Pacific Conference, defined El Pueblo to participants at the 2026 Dakotas Annual Conference in Bismarck, North Dakota. "El Pueblo” translates to "the town," "the village," or "the people." Introducing Bishop Escobedo-Frank, noting her bare feet, Bishop Lanette Plambeck stated, “How beautiful are the feet that bring Good News!” Growing up on the border between Arizona and Mexico, El Pueblo was everything. Community is all there is,” said Bishop Escobedo-Frank. Read more.
     Plenary Sessions: Participants passed all legislation, including the Legislative 1.1 Organizational Resolutions,  Legislative Items 1.2 Revised Conference Rules, 1.3  Revised Conference Structure, Legislative Item 1.4 Cergy Housing, Legislative Item 1.5 Sacred Trust and Trauma-Informed Leadership Task Force; 2027 Budget Proposal, Nominations Report with changes, and the Consent Calendar.



2026 Annual Conference Recap for June 7, 2026
     God’s call and rhythm of faith in 4/4 time: 2026 Celebration of Life in Ministry Service
"I am a veteran of the United States Army. I know a thing or two about cadence. Join me in the Duckworth chant from 1944. ‘Sound Off 1,2; Sound Off 3,4; Sound Off 1,2,3,4; 1,2,3,4.' We are living out God’s call in this cadence of the church and the world,” Bishop Lanette Plambeck told those retiring from ministry, being recognized as a licensed local pastor, being commissioned, and being ordained at the Celebration of Life in Ministry Service. Preaching on Philippians 4:4-7 at the worship service held on Sunday, June 7, 2026, at McCabe United Methodist Church in Bismarck, North God’s call.
     The following were memorialized during the service:
Clergy: Rev. Bruce Adams, 5-22-25	& Rev. Russell Peirce, 4-7-26
Clergy Spouses: Cheryl McKnight, spouse of Rev. John McKnight, 6-1-25; Darold Borman, spouse of Rev. Laura Borman, 9-25-25; DeLette Winkelman, widow of Rev. Norman Winkelman, 4-18-26; & Barbara Kroger, widow of Rev. Gene Kroger, 4-24-26.
The following clergy were recognized on their retirement: Lori Broschat; Peter Kip Roozen; Marty Toepke-Floyd; Shelly Matthews & Judy Sayler.		
Recognition of Licensed Local Pastors: Randy Harwood; & Travis Voeltz
Recognition of New Associate Members: John Britt	
Commissioned for work of an Elder: Jason Christensen
Ordained as an Elder: Teresa Whetsel
Received as an Elder from another denomination: Andrea Johnson
For more specific information about legislation and budget items passed, please visit the conference website: dakotasumc.org.  You may also visit with your lay delegates: Carla Hummel. Craig Sherman or Bob Thue.

Welcoming Our New Pastor
Pastor Valerie Hummel-LaBounty and her family moved into the parsonage on June 22. Her first Sunday will be July 5.  To welcome her and her family to the church, we will be doing several things:
     1) Starting any time after June 22, we would love it if everyone could send welcome cards to the parsonage, welcoming Pastor Valerie and her family to our town and our church! If people would like to include a little bit about themselves and even a photograph in the card, I’m sure that would help her get to know all of us.
     2) We are planning to have several small “meet and greets” in the weeks after Pastor Valerie and her family arrive. We are looking for maybe six or seven families who would volunteer to host one of these at their home or backyard, where 10 or 12 people would show up and supply dessert, and Pastor Valerie and her family could come and get to know people in small groups. If anyone is interested in hosting one of these meet and greets, there is a sign-up sheet on the mission table in the lobby or please talk with Tammi, Mikael, or Jeannette.
     3) Aloha Potluck for Pastor Valerie & family – July 19th following worship!

Church Camp
Don’t forget to be praying for those attending church camp this summer! July campers include Philah Hathaway, Porting Hathaway, Beatrice Johnson, Adeline Pennock, Pippa Pietila, Jazmin Hitshew & Jane Harris (Jazmin’s Mom). May God meet them at camp this summer!

Looking for a new Youth Coordinator
The church is in need of and looking for a new youth coordinator, who would be in charge of the youth group. Youth group meets on Wednesday nights during the school year.  This position could be filled as either a paid or volunteer position.  We are hoping to fill this position before the end of summer.  If you would like more information or would be interested in filling this position, please talk to someone in the church office, or the SPPRC team: Tammi, Mikael, or Jeannette.   Thank you so much!


IT Update for Mid June
The progress over the last few weeks has been great.  The church has new door security with cameras on the north and south entrances that will record entry into the church, and pin codes and access cards to control entry. Also each door has an intercom to the office for anyone that needs to use that.  The interior and exterior cameras have been installed, with some minor repositioning for better coverage.
The wireless network in the church is completed and anyone needing help connecting their mobile device can check with the office, or any staff for help.
We are waiting on some equipment (for video storage) to be delivered, uninterruptible power supply units to be installed, some video modifications in the office, and the construction portion of the project will be finished. We have equipment and wiring that needs to be removed and that will maybe be a project for some colder weather. A big thanks to Diane Kisch for all the work configuring new door access for everyone, Craig Sherman and Merle Brandt for helping run cables and install hardware.
Our consulting and installation support from  PC's Plus LLC has been invaluable and their effort is much appreciated.
Also thanks to everyone for their patience. There were a lot of moving parts to this project and its nice to see it all coming together finally.

Mission Moments
Thank you to those that are helping out with our June 30th Loads of Love.  All of the dates are listed and we are looking for volunteers for more dates to come.  July 21st is the next date with an opening.  We are in need of 3-4 volunteers from 4-6pm.  If you can feed coins into washers and dryers while having some light conversation with those that attend.  It’s a great way to serve our community!
Healthy Yankton Gardens are growing like crazy – drive by and take a look!  Check in and see if we need help watering – or weeding (especially weeding) – and as we get closer – harvesting.  We need you!  The gardens are a great extension of our church and serve so many!!!!  Thanks for your support!
Drive coming soon – a drive for the hygiene products cabinet located at the library.  It’s located in the family bathroom in the library, if anyone would like to check it out.  Highest needs are for travel sized shampoos, conditioners, toothpastes, and body soaps.  It also carries sanitary pads, tampons, and diapers.  Watch for the donation bins that will be located at the Missions table and thank you again for your continued support of Missions through the First United Methodist Church!
Missions Coordinator
Carla Hummel

In Our Thoughts  & Prayers 
Dani Frahm; Birch Hilton; Rachel, Rev Karl & Jo Watkins’s daughter and Mikael Pietila’s sister; Family of Aubrey Willett, Aubrey passed away; Ken & Judy Bevers great grandson Cruze; Sharon Stowe; Lonnie Root; Bill Fargo; Tyan Beste; Eric Nichols & family;  Mary Alice Halverson;  
Mary Pierce; Sue Strasburg; Dawn Kabella

Church family serving in the military: all men & women serving in the military and their families.

July Birthdays
1 - Cole Moderegger, Arica Nickles
4 - Jamee Bruegman, Julie Mooney
7 - Tony Beste
8 - Gracie Thurman
9 - Bill Bartels
10 - Ryan Golden
11 - Paul Aughenbaugh
12 - Trevor Giziewski
14 - Aliza Doby, Pam Skinner
16 - Addie Lowe, Bailey Novak, Sam Gusso
19 - Todd Sage
20 - Sarah Brandt, Lane Sawatzke
23 - Rebecca Gravholt, Trevor Guthmiller
       Karen Lambert
24 - Dave Cornemann, Brady Hale
25 - Jill Wilson
26 - Mindy Giziewski, Marlene Nebola
27 - Addison Frahm
29 - Dee Carson, Alexander Palecek, 
Alex Swihart 
30 - Davis Walsh
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[image: ]Introducing Valerie Hummel LaBounty 

  Family: I have been married to Seth for over 10 years and we have three fabulous girls, Esther (4), Althea (3), and Junia (8 months). We like to spend time outside exploring and learning, and we love to read together. The girls love to help me in the kitchen with meals or anything I’m baking. 
     What I Like to Do for Fun: I enjoy making delicious meals or baked goods in the kitchen. I also like to go for walks as a family or curl up with a good book or movie. A few years ago, I found myself enjoying Community Theater and may want to get back into that hobby if time allows. 
     Education: I graduated from Yankton High School in 2010. Dakota Wesleyan University was where I received my bachelors in both Religion/ Philosophy and Psychology in 2014. After undergrad, I attended Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston Illinois where I graduated with my Masters of Divinity in 2017. 
     Appointment/Ministry Experience: My first appointment was to Southeast Pierre United Methodist Church were I served as both pastor and Community Center director for two years. Within this appointment I served a variety of people within and around the Pierre community, led worship on Sundays and at nursing homes throughout the month, provided pastoral care as an on-call chaplain at the hospital, and helped facilitate fundraising and grant writing for the community center and church. Most recently I have been appointed to the community of Montrose South Dakota. Within this appointment I have been able to learn and exercise different elements of worship as we focused on multigenerational connection, create and support a youth group, and overall care for and connect with those in the Montrose community. In 2020, I led the congregation through a time of visioning as we created a mission/vision statement together. 
     Service and Community Involvement: Currently I am the leader of chapter of an international non-profit that supports birthing women as they seek connection and education regarding birth after a cesarean. I am also familiar with a “Banquet” style meal (serving the community a free meal) from both of my previous contexts as well as Solar Oven Partners as there is a workshop located in Montrose. Each congregation I’ve been a part of has been extremely generous in their gifts and giving to support their communities. 
     Call to Ministry: This church is a large part of my call to ministry! I grew up within Yankton FUMC and started discerning my call around 8th grade. I remained an active part of this church’s youth ministries and found my place within Conference youth ministries as well. These opportunities helped foster my love for the local church as I found support and connection wrapped up in the love of our Triune God. 
     Gifts for the Ministry: Some of the gifts I see in myself have to do with relationship. I enjoy getting to know individuals, learning their story, and finding ways to connect with and support them and their loved ones. I love leading small groups as we walk through different theological themes together, teasing out our beliefs in God and how we can implement those beliefs into our faith. Leading worship is something that comes natural to me as I see this weekly occurrence as a time for rest, connection with God and others, and a spiritual recharge for the week. 
     Passion for Ministry: I have a passion for multigenerational relationship; I see great value in kids and youth ministries and that generation having relationships with other established generations within the church. This is how we foster and experience God’s abundant love - through relationships with all sorts of people.
     Vision of the Church: The church is the body of Christ; we are a community of believers with different strengths and weaknesses and we’ve come together to work hand in hand for the purpose God places on our hearts. And, the church is an established entity that transforms people, those who attend church events and those outside of the walls of the church building, into disciples for Christ. We are changed and challenged by the church to be the church.
     Leadership Style: Over the years I have become more laid back as a leader. I don’t have to control everything, I don’t have to direct everything. I share my thoughts, opinions, and ideas and I am open to collaboration in moving forward with those ideas, or other ideas, based on how we all hear and perceive God’s voice and direction.
     Theological Perspective: My favorite scripture comes from Psalm 2 verse 7 when God said, “You are my [child], today I have become your father.” This verse reminds me of God’s care and concern of me (and everyone) as God’s beloved child. I also really love the story of Pentecost found in Acts 2, specifically verse 42-47 when we learn that everyone of the early church is working together for God’s purposes, inspired by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
     Spiritual Disciplines and Study: In addition to preparing for worship and leading book and Bible studies, I find daily devotions always have a way of being relevant for whatever season I’m in or day I’m having. I really like the concept of the Examen prayer.
     As for learning, I have been interested in discovering ways other are creating space for intergenerational opportunities. Each week, I hop on a zoom call with a few colleagues to discuss the lectionary (scheduled scriptures for worship) text each week as a way to seek inspiration in preparation for worship. 
Contact Information 
Email: ladypastorvalerie@gmail.com  
Phone: 605-660-5419
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Month Income Expenses Amount

January $81,361.33 $41,833.98 $39,527.35

February $28,748.45 $24,012.23 $4,736.22

March $35,047.54 $35,993.94 ($946.40)

April $27,947.49 $26,155.19 $1,792.30

May $26,986.39 $27,690.40 ($704.01)

June $0.00

July $0.00

August $0.00

Sept $0.00

October $0.00

November $0.00

December $0.00

Totals $200,091.20 $155,685.74 $44,405.46

FUMC Financials by Diane Kisch (Financial Assistant) 

Cash Flow 2026

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Projected 2026Expenses are $441,843.00

* Income for January is generally higher than other 

months as we have some members that give their annual 

pledge in one month. 
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