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First United Methodist Church of Yankton:

“Our mission is to inspire all people to seek God, grow in their faith, discover their purpose, and serve others to make a difference.” 






[bookmark: _Hlk207025429]From the Pastor’s Desk
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens:
    a time to be born and a time to die,
    a time to plant and a time to uproot,
    a time to kill and a time to heal,
    a time to tear down and a time to build,
    a time to weep and a time to laugh,
    a time to mourn and a time to dance,
    a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
    a time to search and a time to give up,
    a time to keep and a time to throw away,
    a time to tear and a time to mend,
    a time to be silent and a time to speak,
    a time to love and a time to hate,
    a time for war and a time for peace.
-Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

There is a time for everything and the time has come for me to close this chapter of my life and ministry here in Yankton. As I prepare to leave this church and this role, I do so with a profound sense of gratitude. These past six years have been full of challenges, joys, growth, and love. I am grateful for the ways in which you, as a church, have loved and supported me and my family through our time together. I am grateful for the many opportunities to learn and grow in leadership and ministry. I am grateful for the many ways that I have been witness to God at work in the people of this church and how God has used the people of this church to be a blessing to one another and the community. I know that I am a better person and a better leader because of my experiences here. 
Yankton has a piece of my heart and always will. Thank you for the time you have given me and allowed me to serve you as pastor. I will cherish the holy moments and memories that I share with you. I pray God’s continued blessing for you as a church as you enter into a time of change and excitement for what is to come.	
Moving forward, I will be honoring the boundaries that pastors establish to allow space for
Pastor Valerie to come and be your pastor. I have every confidence in her ability to lead you all
with grace and authenticity. I want you to have the blessing of her leadership and will hand off
any ongoing ministry and pastoral needs into her capable hands.
I hope you are able to join us on June 14th for my final Sunday in worship with you and for the potluck to follow the service. I would love the chance to say farewell as my family and I transition to our next chapter.
In Christ’s love,

Pastor Katie

Vacation Bible School Worship in the Park: May 31st
We will be having Vacation Bible School themed worship in Memorial Park on Sunday, May 31st at 10am. We are inviting the churches that we share VBS with to attend this service as well: Trinity Lutheran Church and Yankton UCC (Congregational). Bring your own lawn chairs and enjoy this fun worship experience. There will be a potluck following the worship service at the park shelter.

Church Camp
Don’t forget to be praying for those attending church camp this summer! June campers include Sam Slowey, Isabella Downs, Tammi Downs, Daylie Pietila, and Mikael Pietila. May God meet them at camp this summer!
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All Children ages 3-11 (prek-5th grade) are invited to come enjoy a fun-filled few days of Bible stories, music, games, crafts, and more! VBS will be held May 28-30th at First United Methodist Church. May 28-29th VBS will be held from 5:30 - 8:00pm and Saturday May 30th will be held from 8:30am - 11am.  A church service will be held in the park on Sunday, May 31st at Memorial Park (more information to come on this) Supper will be served on Thursday and Friday and Breakfast on Saturday morning. To register for VBS please use the link or QR code
[image: ]https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lZZWIXYMSKz1C9mmkb_k73a75xaccHPTJyrSGNiea6g/edit
 
 

Annual Conference 2026
Annual Conference will be held in Bismarck, ND June 5-7th, 2026. Please be in prayer for Pastor Katie and delegates Bob Thue, Craig Sherman, and Carla Hummel. If you are interested
in learning more about the topics to be discussed or to livestream, check out www.dakotasumc.org.

Worship Schedule: June 2026
In June, we have the blessing to hear from multiple voices during worship.
June 7th: Diane Kisch leading worship with recorded sermon by Bishop Lanette Playback
June 14th: Pastor Katie’s Final Sunday
June 21st: Bob Thue leading worship
June 28th: Karl Watkins leading worship

Looking for a new Youth Coordinator
The church is in need of and looking for a new youth coordinator, who would be in charge of the youth group. Youth group meets on Wednesday nights during the school year.  This position could be filled as either a paid or volunteer position.  We are hoping to fill this position before the end of summer.  If you would like more information or would be interested in filling this position, please talk to someone in the church office, or the SPPRC team: Tammi, Michael, or Jeannette.   Thank you so much!

United Women in Faith
Just a reminder our United Women in Faith group doesn’t meet in the summer.  I will announce in the fall our mtg on September,  Sept. 14th.   We have been invited to Mission U this summer.  It is held at Dakota Wesleyan University in Mitchell, July 10-12th.  I will leave some brochures on the table behind the sanctuary if interested.  Also the new books for the reading program are HERE  on the shelf!!!!   Jill Huetig completes the Reading Program Report the first part of August as the report is sent to the district coordinator by August 15, 2026.  Jill challenged the group at our last meeting, let's surprise her.  So enjoy these books and magazines in the library.  " Spring being a tough act to follow, God created June."  Enjoy the brighter mornings and longer evenings.  See you at church till we meet again.
I did attend the leadership meeting.  Regarding the motion made at our May meeting to place a plaque to remember years of service to Carol Becker at the downstairs kitchen.  They ask if we would submit to them how and what would be on the plaque.  So be thinking about this or make a drawing.  As we don't meet till September now, we could decide and then get with the leadership team again.
Lydia

Sun Safety by Susan Thorson, Faith Community Nurse

Being outside is a great way to be active, and reduce stress. It is important to protect yourself from the sun as too much sun can be harmful to the largest organ in the body–your skin. Most
skin cancers are the result of too much exposure to (UV) ultraviolet light. Every year in the US
six million people are treated for skin cancer which is the most common cancer in our country.
It is time to protect our skin as the skin provides a protective barrier against bacteria, injuries,
and UV light while regulating our body temperature, synthesizing vitamin D and providing
sensory perception. When you protect your skin, you can reduce your risk of skin cancer. Here
are some tips to help you protect yourself and your family from the UV light from the sun:
Stay in the shade during the peak hours of 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. Use an umbrella or be under
a shelter. Plan outdoor activities in the morning, late afternoon and evening. Wear a wide rim hat to project the skin on your, ears, head and neck,
Wear sunglasses to protect your eyes from sun rays and decrease the risk of cataracts. Wear long sleeve shirts, pants or long skirts. Apply a broad spectrum sunscreen with a (SPF) sun protection factor of 30 or higher to exposed skin fifteen minutes before you go outside and every two hours or immediately after a swim. Avoid using sunscreen on children 6 months or younger.
Say no to tanning beds all year round as indoor tanning raises the risk of all kinds of skin
cancers. Early detection begins with you, by doing a monthly self skin exam and seeing a dermatologist annually. One in five people in the US will develop skin cancer by the age of 70.
Remember the 5 S’s of Sun Safety:
Slip on sun-protective clothing.
Slop on a broad spectrum sunscreen.
Slap on a wide brimmed hat.
Seek the shade.
Slide on UV protective sunglasses.
Psalm 121 5-6 : “The Lord watches over you–the Lord is your shade at your right hand; the sun
will not harm you by day, nor the moon at night,” Keep safe and blessings to you all.

FUMC Technology Update
The technology upgrade is now under way. The first equipment was delivered 4/18 and one wireless access point was installed in the lobby 4/20. The existing firewall, network switches and wireless router will be replaced this month. The door access hardware will be replaced next, with new access cards and key fobs replacing the existing ones. The video security equipment replacement will follow. Scheduled completion is June 1st.

Mission Moments
Loads of Love needs more volunteers!
June 30th – need 2 more volunteers
July 21st, September 15th, September 29th, November 17th and December 29th all need a full list of volunteers.  Sign up by yourself or sign up with a group.  3-4 volunteers work best.  Its as easy as putting coins in a machine and talking to people. 
 	Health Yankton  Church Community Garden is officially blessed!  Thank you to all that attended. Please consider joining us!  It’s a great way to get out and enjoy the summer – do a little gardening and make a difference too.
Thank you to the Elwood’s for spearheading this project!  Thank you to Schavee’s for helping to be Produce shepherds of the tomatoes! Thank you to Jim Sawatzke – the crosses look great as produce markers.  The gardens can easily be found in the first row of gardens off of West City Limits Road.  They are clearly marked with the flame/cross Methodist symbol.  Sign up sheet is on the Mission table – please consider being a part of this wonderful ministry!
Thank you to all that are already volunteering.  We absolutely love seeing First United Methodist Church in action! 
Missions Coordinator
Carla Hummel
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Garden Blessing 

FUMC Leadership Meeting Minutes from May 13, 2026 
Leadership Team members: Pastor Katie Ricke, Diane Kisch, Laura Slowey, Steve King,
Marc Mooney, Molly Hanse, Bob Thue, Dan Johnson, John Schaefer, Jeanette Schaefer,
Laurie Baily, Scott Giziewski, Tammi Downs, Mikael Pietila
Visitors: Dan &amp; Marilyn Elwood, Lydia Giziewski
Vision: To be a church of hope, healing, and belonging that loves and serves all through Christ
our Lord.
Mission: Our mission is to inspire all people to seek God, grow in their faith, discover their
purpose, and serve others to make a difference.
Opening prayer Pastor Katie
Review and Approve minutes
Motion to approve: Dan Johnson
Second: Jeanette Schaefer
Vote: Motion passed.
Review and approve financial report Diane Kisch
Motion to approve: Laurie Baily
Second: Bob Thue
Vote: Motion Passed.
New Business (Guests):
Garden Update:
Things have been planted and the drip system will be ready to go by May 24th.
Working on Promotion with Carla Hummel.
Looking for experts in certain areas or vegetables.
Mission Bucket Offering in May will go to the garden. (May 24th)
Guidance is to water it in the morning.
United Women in Faith
Proposal for a plaque in honor of Carol Becker in front of the church kitchen.
Plaque will include a photo of Carol.
Discussion around whether or not we should use the memorial board instead.
Laurie Baily can also take it to the memorial committee to discuss it and ideas.
Lydia will come back in the fall after more discussion.
Trustee Report
• Recycle materials:
• Email from Lisa. She needs someone to take recycling to the recycling place.
Aron isn’t able to get it there prior to 3:30 with his schedule. Shaeffer’s will take
that job on.
• Cost of painting parsonage
• Estimate: Labor is $5,000, $810 for materials.
• Johnston Painting also has those dates available to paint in June.
• Parsonage Updates
• John fixed the hole in the wall in the garage and the screen door.
• Still need to make a decision about the blinds for the sliding glass doors.
• Laurie Baily has arranged for someone to clean the house when the painting is
done.
• Scott Giziewski is going to look at the light on the back of the house.
• Jim Sawatzke working with Ricke’s on planting grass in the yard.
• Meyers Signs
• LED lights in the cross and the flame need replacing.
• $2400 to get that done, but it’s been approved by Trustees and covered in
Trustee budget.
• Technology Update
• The wireless installation is successful and done. There is now wireless access in
the entire building.
• They finished the installation of the network.
• The internal cameras will be done this week.
• Waiting on the parts for the hardware for the doors.
• Landscaping
• Dave Holzworth would like to address the landscaping fabric on the property. He
will replace it and run it differently than what it is currently. Leadership Team
approves of this plan. This is volunteer work.
Finance Report
• Generosity Grove
• Will continue with the coach, but things are a little delayed with the transition.
• Generosity Team members who need training are Steve Pietila and Marc Mooney.
• Calculations on Costs for Having a Parsonage
• Utilities, lawn care, insurance, and taxes.
• Over the last six years, the cost has been about $83,000 including carpet and
painting, etc.
• To do a low-end housing stipend would cost the church over $100,000 in the span
of six years.
• Conclusion: It is less expensive for the church to maintain the parsonage (since
we own it) than to pay out a housing stipend of ($1,800 per month).
• Vermillion Contribution to Parsonage Costs
• Rev. Seth (serving at Vermillion) will be living in our parsonage. He is only serving
1/2 appointment. Serving 1/2 time doesn’t require them to provide parsonage.
• Do we want to ask Vermillion to contribute to parsonage costs?
• Katie will talk to Brandon Vetter to reach out to Vermillion to see what they might
be able to do according to their budget.
Green Team Report
• Bob Cappel Memorial Litter Pick Up
• Very successful clean up. Plenty of daylight. Youth covered half and the adults the
other. More adults came this time.
• There is less garbage then when we started.
• Great American Clean Up was happening in April. Local is Keep Yankton
Beautiful. They asked if they could add our numbers to their local total. So our
clean up was added to the efforts of Keep Yankton Beautiful.
• Got a thank you note from kids who went to the movie Hoppers. Their tickets were paid
for via the Green Team.
• Recycling List for Yankton made and Green Team hopes to get this out to the church.
Suggestion for that to go in the Reminder and create slides.
• Gilmores have been doing the landscaping of the triangular piece of land to the right of
the main entrance of the church. They are looking to pass that responsibility on to a
new person/group. Some new plants may be needed. There is money in the memorial
committee for landscaping.
• Perhaps Green Team could do some planning for that space and create a work
day.
SPRC Report
• Draft for the letter for Lisa to be off for the summer. A copy will be made.
• May 31st is the VBS worship at Memorial Park at 10am.
• Snacks before worship (donut holes, yogurts, muffins, apple sauce pouches)
• June 14th, Adios Potluck for Katie.
• Pastor Valerie’s Move In Date: June 22nd. Her first service will be July 5th.
• Barbara Goodman is on the SPRC at Vermillion. They would like to do a joint picnic for
both churches. Tammi Downs will follow up.
• SPRC Zoom meeting for transitions.
• Meet and Greet Groups
• Tiffany is now done with her position.
Pastors Report
• Moving June 8th. Last Sunday June 14th.
• Pulpit Supply:
• June 7th: Diane Kisch
• June 21st: Bob Thue
• June 28th: Karl Watkins
• “Farewell Tour” Pastor Katie has been making visits to homebound and nursing home
residents.
• Living Light Service will go on hiatus after May 24th.
Other Business
• next meeting
• To be scheduled in July.


Thank You 
In 1994 we became members of this church. We didn’t know then what a loving and caring church family we were joining. We soon found out. And again, we have received your love and your caring with the passing of Russell. Our sons Jim, Tim, Ken and their families and I want to thank you for your prayers, visits, calls, cards, and gifts. We thank the Lord for you.
Mary Peirce & family


In Our Thoughts  & Prayers 
Sharon Stowe, Bill Fargo, Tyan Beste, Laurie Baily’s brother Charlie, Mary Alice Halverson, Mary Peirce, Sue Strasburg, Eric Nichols & family, Caitlin Jensen, Dawn Kabella, 

Church family serving in the military: all men & women serving in the military and their families.

June Birthdays
1 - Laura Gulick
2 – Anna Sawatzke
3 - Analis Dannen
4 – Kristi Peterka
6 - Jacko Noecker
7 - Elliotte Lancaster
10 - Lincoln Jordre
     - Becki Stoddard             
11 - Reid Sawatzke
12 - Jill Huetig          
13 - Norma Christensen 
     - Virginia Larson             
     - Mark Nickles     
14 - Jeannette Schaefer  
15 - Kathy Fiscus
 16 - Kami Guthmiller   
     - Carol Hesla 
17 - Gena Brandt       
18 - Patsy James
19 - Brooke Lancaster
20 - Ken Bertsch          
     - Jimmie Cunningham
    - Anabelle Taylor
    - Nicholas Taylor
21 - Jazmin Hitshew
22 - Sandy Skinner 
    - Bode Thurman
26 - Lesley Hale
    - Kristi Palecek
    - Birch Hilton
27 - Erica Garvey
    - Rynne Garvey
28 - Lonnie Root
29 - Val Tieszen
30 - Tom Gilmore
     - Greg Gusso
     - Shana Platt
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The first day of vacation Bible school
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One summer afternoon a grandfather picked up his 4-year-old grandson at church. “Well, Jason, how did you like your first day of Vacation Bible School?”
	“It was great!” the boy replied. “We heard some stories and drew some pictures. Then we went out to play, and when we came back in God had juice and cookies waiting for us!” 
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Month Income Expenses Amount

January $81,361.33 $41,833.98 $39,527.35

February $28,748.45 $24,012.23 $4,736.22

March $35,047.54 $35,993.94 ($946.40)

April $27,947.49 $26,155.19 $1,792.30

May $0.00

June $0.00

July $0.00

August $0.00

Sept $0.00

October $0.00

November $0.00

December $0.00

Totals $173,104.81 $127,995.34 $45,109.47

FUMC Financials by Diane Kisch (Financial Assistant) 

Cash Flow 2026

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Projected 2026Expenses are $441,843.00

* Income for January is generally higher than other 

months as we have some members that give their annual 

pledge in one month. 
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