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First United Methodist Church of Yankton:

“Our mission is to inspire all people to seek God, grow in their faith, discover their purpose, and serve others to make a difference.” 
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From the Pastor’s Desk
Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead,
Find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed:
Clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes that we can see
All the things that really matter, be at peace and simply be. 

Silence is a friend who claims us, cools the heat and slows the pace,
God it is who speaks and names us, knows our being, touches base,
Making space within our thinking, lifting shades to show the sun,
Raising courage when we’re shrinking, finding scope for faith begun.

In the Spirit let us travel, open to each other’s pain, 
Let our loves and fears unravel, celebrate the space we gain:
There’s a place for deepest dreaming, there’s a time for heart to care,
In the Spirit’s lively scheming there is always room to spare. 

“Come and Find the Quiet Center” Faith We Sing #2128. Words by Shirley Erena Murray

I’m going to let you in on a little secret - in the days, weeks and seasons of my life when chaos seems to reign, I find myself singing this hymn a lot. It is one found in our supplemental hymnal called The Faith We Sing and its words always bring me back to God when I am overwhelmed with life. I have been singing this song lately. 
I had a sense that post-Easter our family schedule would be full and time would start to feel as though it is flying by, but I didn’t know how true that would be. Between soccer games, end of the year events, wrapping up things for the church year, planning for VBS and that small thing about moving… I find myself with a to do list longer than my arm.  
And there are moments where I feel like the chaos is too much. The schedule is too full, the decisions that need to be made to numerous and the emotions I have been feeling too extreme.  But then I remember my little secret - this beautiful song that reminds me to return to God in the midst of it all. 
Each verse has within it such great wisdom and counsel.  “Find the room for hope to enter” cuts to the heart of my problems - so often I let fear and anxiety consume my heart that I have crowded hope out. What do I need to do to make space for hope to fill my heart?  “Raising courage when we’re shrinking” makes me think about how we feel so small in comparison to the problems we face and the problems in the world. And we might wonder what we can do the face of such magnitude, but God’s spirit is within us giving us the courage to face our fears. And finally “In the Spirit’s lively scheming there’s always room to spare.” I am always amazed at how God works things out in my own life, as well as the life of his church. I am excited for what the Spirit’s lively scheming will be bringing to First UMC Yankton in the days and months to come. And I trust in the Spirit’s lively scheming in my own life. And that helps me to find the quiet center once again. 

Whatever your life is full of this day, may you encounter God’s Spirit at work in you and give yourself space to calm the mind and fill your heart with peace. 

Pastor Katie

Confirmation Sunday: May 3rd
Mark your calendars to be present in worship to witness to three young persons in our church confirming their faith during the service. Trevor Giziewski, Gabe Slowey, and Alexandra Stowe are the confirmands this year. We also want to recognize their confirmation mentors: Jim Sawatzke, Dave Cornemann, Sherry Daugherty and Jane Walser for their dedication to these amazing students. There will be affirmation bags in the lounge prior to the service for you to put cards and congratulations in for the students. The fellowship time will be in their honor. 

Graduating Senior Recognition
We will be honoring our graduating seniors during worship on May 10th. If you have any questions, please contact Tiffany Beste.  We are incredibly proud of their accomplishments and pray God’s blessing on their next steps. 

Pentecost Sunday
Pentecost worship will be on May 24th. You are invited and encouraged to wear red clothing to worship that day as a nod to the tongues of fire that appeared over the disciples’ heads during the first Pentecost. 

Vacation Bible School Worship in the Park: May 31st
We will be having Vacation Bible School themed worship in Memorial Park on Sunday, May 31st at 10am. We are inviting the churches that she share VBS with to attend this service as well: Trinity Lutheran Church and Yankton UCC (Congregational). Bring your own lawn chairs and enjoy this fun worship experience. 

United Women in Faith 
	Our May meeting of United Women in Faith is scheduled for May 4th.  We meet at 1:30pm in the church lounge (right behind the sanctuary). Our speaker will be Dr. Mary Born.  Ruby Goeden & Peggy Doering will be the hostesses.  Come and enjoy hearing from our speaker and a little church fellowship

605 and Youth Group
Wednesday May 6th will be the last day of Youth Group. Wednesday, May 13th will be the last evening of 605 activities. 

Leadership Team Meeting 
Wednesday, May 13th @ 6:30pm. All are welcome to attend. 
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All Children ages 3-11 (prek-5th grade) are invited to come enjoy a fun-filled few days of Bible stories, music, games, crafts, and more! VBS will be held May 28-30th at First United Methodist Church. May 28-29th VBS will be held from 5:30 - 8:00pm and Saturday May 30th will be held from 8:30am - 11am.  A church service will be held in the park on Sunday, May 31st at Memorial Park (more information to come on this) Supper will be served on Thursday and Friday and Breakfast on Saturday morning. To register for VBS please use the link or QR code
[image: ]https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lZZWIXYMSKz1C9mmkb_k73a75xaccHPTJyrSGNiea6g/edit
 
 

Mission Moments
May 19th is our next Loads of Love.  It looks like we need one more volunteer.  Please consider being a part of this ministry.  Also, check your calendars.  All of our dates throughout the year are listed.  Do it as a family, do it as a group of friends, do it as a bible study group, or just sign up – it’s easy and its impactful!  

Coming soon! Community Garden signups. Is your 
specialty tomatoes? Carrots? Potatoes? Green
beans?  Come sponsor that part of the garden – we
would love to have your help and most importantly your expertise.  Even if you don’t have a garden specialty – there will be opportunities to sign up to water.  To plant.  To harvest.  We need you!!!!  We need your help! This garden is growing produce that serves so many people.  The church, care casseroles, the angel fund, and other organizations in need. Watch for signup sheets coming soon at the Missions table.

Thank you to all that are already volunteering.  We absolutely love seeing First United Methodist Church in action!  
Missions Coordinator, Carla Hummel

May Women's Night Out/605 Volunteer Recognition event
When: Thursday, May 21st 
Time: 6 pm
Where: Gena and Merle's house,  2605 Deer Blvd.  (way back west of the property to their new house, which is brown metal)
What: This event is a combination: a thank you party for all those who helped volunteer for 605 as teachers, in the kitchen, etc. and as our May Women's Night Out
Please come and enjoy an evening of dinner and fellowship. We will have a potluck style dinner of tacos and desserts.  Taco meat will be provided.  Please bring a side to go along with the taco theme and/or a dessert, and your own drink.  Please text Gena at (605) 661-1321 to let her know if you're coming, and what ingredient you will be providing.  Thank you, and we hope to see you there!

American Stroke Month
 Do you know what B.E.F.A.S.T. means? The American Stroke Association encourages everyone to learn and use this acronym to help you remember some important things to look for that can make a difference between a strong recovery from a stroke or a long-term disability plus improve the survival rate from a stroke. Here are the 5 key facts about stroke you need to know: B. Balance loss, decrease coordination, troubling walking, dizziness. E. Eye(vision) changes like blurred and double vision, loss of vision in one eye or in both eyes F. Face drooping, does one side of the face droop or is numb? A. Arm weakness, one arm is weak and numb, does one arm drift downward? S. Speech difficulty, speech slurred, ask the person to repeat a simple question. T. Time to call 911. A stroke can happen to anyone: a friend, a co-worker, a parent, and even you. Stokes can affect how a person moves, feels, thinks, and behaves, Strokes can change you life forever. Source: American Heart Association and the American Stroke Association
FUMC Technology Update
The technology upgrade is now under way. The first equipment was delivered 4/18 and one wireless access point was installed in the lobby 4/20. The existing firewall, network switches and wireless router will be replaced this month. The door access hardware will be replaced next, with new access cards and key fobs replacing the existing ones. The video security equipment replacement will follow. Scheduled completion is June 1st.

FUMC Leadership Meeting Minutes
April 12th 2026 
Members in attendance: Pastor Katie Ricke, Diane Kisch, Laura Slowey, Bob Thue,  John Schaefer, Jeannette Schaefer, Laurie Baily, Tammi Downs, Mikael Pietila (Steve King, Dan Johnson, Scott Gisiewski, Marc Mooney, Molly Hanse not in attendance.)

Recited Vision and Mission Statements

Opening prayer by Pastor Katie

Motion by Mikael Pietila to approve MINUTES from last month.  Bob Thue seconded.  Motion passed.

Motion by Bob Thue to approve FINANCIAL REPORT.  Laurie Baily seconded.  Motion passed.
Trustee Report (John)
Prices were given for various options for just carpeting or laminate and carpeting.  Motion by Bob Thue to treat, laminate the downstairs and carpet the other rooms, all coming out of the Trustee Account. Jeannette Schaefer seconded. Motion passed. Katie will pay for blinds damaged by family cat. Other small projects that John volunteered to look at (screens, back porch light, small tiling project). Motion by Laurie to paint the rooms in the house. John seconds. Motion passed. Diane will line up painters. Laurie will line up cleaners after work in the house is done (clean cupboards and dust). Tentative schedule: June 8 (house empty), paint on June 9-10, rip out carpet on the 12th, Killz on the 15th, lay carpet on the 16th…  John will talk to Mozaks about scheduling.
 Finance Report (Laura)
Possible candidates for Generosity Grove training (we are the pilot for this new Conference endeavor). Marc Mooney and Steve Pietila confirmed. One other person has not confirmed yet.  Training for this will be scheduled soon.
Green Team (Tammi)
The Bob Cappel Memorial Litter Pick-Up will be on Wednesday, April 29th from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Please bring your own gloves. There will be vests, but if you have your own, bring those too. There will be treats afterwards!
Concerns for Leadership Team
Concerns printed on a sheet were passed along to several on leadership team. We went through them as a group together. Some are more urgent that we can work on or have been working on. Some are already taken care of and do not need to be addressed. Some can be worked on in the future and are not as urgent. The most pressing is we still have not heard from our contractor about the security system. Laurie will reach out and give him a deadline of June 1st or we will need to find a new contractor.
SPPRC (Tammi)
Take Me To Your Leader Potluck (April 19th) – We will use church tableware, and leadership team will do the cleanup afterwards. This will be a time when people can ask us questions or address concerns that they have. Volunteer Appreciation Sunday (April 19th) – We will recognize volunteers in church and hand out mints (gift bags?). We will need to do paperwork for Lisa to have summer off.  There will be a 605 Appreciation gathering on May 21st at Gena Brandt’s. Tiffany’s position will be opening but we’ll plan to contact Pastor Valerie to see what her thoughts are for the youth groups.  Thoughts on a welcoming party for Pastor Valerie and family. (groceries, gift cards, meal train, potted flowers…)
Pastor’s Report (Pastor Katie)
Pastor Katie will be gone June 7th for Annual Conference. June 14th will be her final Sunday. Adios potluck.

Aloha potluck for Pastor Valerie in July to welcome she and her family.

Other Business
Next meeting – May 13th at 6:30pm

Closing Prayer by Pastor Katie

Trustees Report - Parsonage updates
This is a list of the current repairs that have been scheduled to be completed before the new Pastor’s arrival.
1. Painting the interior, Parsonage has not been painted in some time. 
a. We are waiting for a final estimate.
2. Start date is June 9th  and finish June 11th. Carpeting. The parsonage appears to have the original carpets They are worn and in need of replacement.
a. The carpeting will be replaced, and vinyl planks will be added in the large family room in the basement. Cost is $14,725.93, a deposit has been made to Mozak’s.
b.  Mozak’s will use a product to kill any pet smell left over after removal cost approximately $3,200-3,600. 
c. Start June 12th and finish June 17th. 
3. Small hole in the garage drywall John Schaefer  
(Trustee) will be repaired at no cost.
4. Small screen on North garage door needs new screen John Schaefer will be repaired at no cost.
5. Kitchen sliding glass door blinds need replacement. Cost will be covered by Pastor Katie.
Thank You 
Thank you on behalf of the family of Carol Becker.  Thank you for all of the kind words, for the attendance at both the visitation and the service, for all that went into having the service at our church.  She thought very highly of her church family – all of you!  Your kindness and generosity spanned across donations to Mead Museum, Habitat for Humanity, Lions Club, Contact Center, 605, and the Lake Poinsett Camp Kitchen Fund.  She loved her volunteer time at each of these locations and always strived to impact people in a positive way.  A special shout out to the Women of Faith that came through with an amazing meal – I asked Lydia if she was in the kitchen pulling one of Grandma Carol’s old tricks of cutting sandwiches in ½ as the numbers were higher than we expected.  We truly do appreciate each and every one of you and all that you did to help honor Mom/Grandma Carol.  Thank you – From The Hummel and LaBounty Families.  And thank you again for having been such an important part of her life.

In Our Thoughts  & Prayers 
For the family of Connie Pruitt, Connie passed away, For the family of Russell Peirce, Russell passed away, For the family of Charles Nyquist, (Chrissie Wieseler’s father) Charles passed away, The family of Carol Becker, Carol passed away, Sharon Stowe, Bill Fargo, Tyan Beste, Laurie Baily’s brother Charlie, Mary Alice Halverson, Mary Peirce, Sue Strasburg, Eric Nichols & family, Caitlin Jensen, Dawn Kabella, 

Church family serving in the military: all men & women serving in the military and their families. 

May Birthdays
2 - Mike Lawrence, Dominic Kabella	
4 - Mary Milroy, Sam Irwin
9 - Cohan Pietz
11 - Warren Haas
12 - Samuel Hummel, Todd Rodig	
13 - Nyxxen Garvey
14 - Kathy Lawrence, Allison Spak
15 - Doug Bailey, Philah & Porting Hathaway
16 - Tina Gobel
18 - Leyna Hoebelheinrich
19 - Nick Kisch, Madason Tessier
20 - Phyllis Dingman, Vivian Van Essen, 
       Bexxley Garvey, Laiken Crisman 	
21 - Katheryn Hickey
23 - Bruce Fiscus
24 - Molly Hanse
25 - Carolyn Golden, Dan Elwood, 
        Scottie Sawatzke
27 - Isabellah Daugherty, Page Frahm
29 - Lyla Gukeisen
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Month Income Expenses Amount

January $81,361.33 $41,833.98 $39,527.35

February $28,748.45 $24,012.23 $4,736.22

March $35,047.54 $35,993.94 ($946.40)

Totals $145,157.32 $101,840.15 $43,317.17

FUMC Financials by Diane Kisch (Financial Assistant) 

Cash Flow 2026

Projected 2026Expenses are $441,843.00

* Income for January is generally higher than other 

months as we have some members that give their annual 

pledge in one month. 


