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First United Methodist Church of Yankton:

“Our mission is to inspire all people to seek God, grow in their faith, discover their purpose, and serve others to make a difference.” 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven. -Ecclesiastes 3:1

It is with a deep mixture of grief and excitement that I share this news. As we know, God often calls us to do new and surprising things. God is calling me to new things in a new place. Effective July 1, I have been appointed to serve Asbury United Methodist church in Sioux Falls, SD. 
I share in the grief of this shift in relationship to this incredible congregation and each of you. You all have accepted me into your families, into your homes, into your lives, and that has been an incredible honor. You welcomed my family, taught my children the love of Christ and shared in the blessings of their growing. It has been an incredible six years together and Jason, Benjamin, Ethan, Abigail, and I have been truly blessed by this congregation.
At the same time, I am committed to my vows of itineracy and following where God calls me to go. In this season that will be in a new church and community. First United Methodist Church in Yankton is a place that lives out Christ’s calling to love our neighbor, to love God and to love ourselves. The incredible heart of this congregation is obvious in the care you have for one another, and for the community we know and love. Your ministry has helped me to grow as a Christian and as a pastor.
While the grief we as a family will hold in the midst of leaving is strong, we are excited for the new adventure ahead of us in Sioux Falls. I know that God continues to work here in Yankton and that work will continue with your great leadership and love. I will be praying for your ministry here just as I know you will pray for me. 
Please pray for the Staff-Parish Relations Committee and the entire Leadership Team who will be meeting with our Conference Superintendent, Rev. Brandon Vetter to discern who God is calling into new ministry here at First UMC Yankton.
Until this summer, I remain committed to the work we have in front of us and the preparations for the next chapter of our church. I am excited about what God is up to and look forward to the ways that God’s love will continue to be lived out in this place and in each one of you.
 
Blessings,

Pastor Katie 

Out of the Office
	Pastor Katie will be out of the office March 2nd – 5th to help facilitate the Dakotas Conference Clergy Leadership Academy. 

Modern Worship Service at First UMC!
[image: Living Light Logo.jpeg]	First UMC will be launching a modern worship service on Sunday nights at 5:30pm called The Living Light starting on Sunday, March 1st. This service will feature modern worship music (in video format), videos, scripture, prayer and preaching. It is a simplified format meant to engage people of all ages. We will still retain our Sunday morning traditional worship at 10am along with our other programming. If you struggle to make it to church on Sunday mornings, give this service a try! There isn’t a better way to start your week than worshiping God! Invite your friends to check it out! If you’d like to help volunteer to greet, usher or technology for this service, please let Pastor Katie know! 

Pastor Book Club: Monday March 30th at 7pm
[image: 61XM-1CJQ3L._SL1500_.jpg]In this no non-sense book, reliable spiritual guide, Will Willimon, invites readers to consider the gospel command to love (and not merely tolerate) those considered to be “Other” or outside mainstream Christian culture. Rooted in the faith of Israel and the Christian story and vision, Willimon brings a Wesleyan perspective to bear on what may be the hardest thing for people of faith to do: keeping and loving the "Other" as they are - without any need for them to become like us. 
	Emphasizing biblical teaching to receive Others for who they are and their differences as gifts and mysteries bearing the grace of God, Willimon also offers a strong critique of the privileged who all too often rush to speak of reconciliation and evade the injustice of huge inequalities faced by foreigners and strangers - as well as the antagonism the stranger experiences. He identifies concrete, everyday ways persons are formed in welcoming others without annihilating their differences.
	Rooted in the New Testament understanding of Gentile outsiders grafted into the covenant community, Willimon invites readers to an on-the-ground faith that remembers the God who comes to us again and again through so-called outsiders, strangers, immigrants, and those without status. Beyond welcome, Christians must become “other” to the world, shaking off the dominant culture’s identity and privilege through practices of listening, humility, and understanding. 

Tuesday Lunch Study: To Be Made Well - starting Tuesday, March 10th at Noon!
	Join Pastor Katie for a six week series focusing on the healing stories of Jesus found in the gospels. The videos for this series come from various voices across the Dakotas.
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Conference of the United Methodist Church. No homework required for this class - just come and participate! 

[image: Generosity Grove Logo.png]Generosity Grove Pilot Program
	The Dakotas Methodist Foundation is launching a new pilot initiative, Generosity Grove, to support local congregations in cultivating a culture of faithful generosity that can build and sustain ministry for generations. Inspired by Jeremiah 17:8, Generosity Grove is designed to help churches deepen spiritual growth and strengthen financial stability through intentional coaching, training, and generosity planning.
	“We are excited to bring Generosity Grove to our Dakotas churches as a new and innovative way to support faithful stewardship and sustainable ministry for years to come, with the hope of expanding the initiative in the Minnesota Conference following the pilot,” said Sheri Meister, president of the Dakotas | Minnesota Methodist Foundations.
	Generosity Grove is a collaborative initiative between the Foundation and local churches across the Dakotas Conference, focused on building a long-term culture of generosity, rather than short-term fundraising. Participating churches will work with experienced development and stewardship coaches who bring financial insight and best practices in generosity and legacy giving.
	These coaches will help congregations evaluate current giving practices, recommend sustainable strategies, and coach leaders toward a deeper, more transformative understanding of Christian stewardship. While they represent the Foundation, coaches are equipped to support a wide range of stewardship efforts, including those not directly tied to the Foundation’s investment services.
	First UMC Yankton has been invited into the pilot program and the Leadership Team has accepted this invitation. This work will begin this spring and the program lasts for two years. If you would like more information, visit the website, www.generositygrove.org. If you’d like to be more involved, let the Leadership Team know. We would love your involvement! 

Volunteer Opportunity: Fellowship Coordinator
	First UMC is in need of a Fellowship Coordinator that can help to recruit and train fellowship hosts for our Sunday services. This role would also include monitoring and ordering supplies for the kitchenette near the lounge. If fellowship is something you value in our church, please consider taking on this vital role. Talk to Pastor Katie or a member of SPPRC for more information.  

Camp Registration is OPEN!
	During March we will be celebrating our United Methodist Camping Ministries and encouraging children, youth and adults to sign up for camp! The Dakotas Conference has 3 United Methodist camps: Lake Poinsett Camp, Storm Mountain Center, and Wesley Acres Camp. Each site offers unique opportunities for campers of all ages. Camp brochures are here – if you did not get one in the mail, you can find them in the lobby downstairs.
	Deadline for the Early Bird price is April 30th.  Don’t forget that the church will pay 50% for all children to attend one camp!  If your youth is going to more than one camp, you are responsible for the cost of the other camps.  If you register after April 30th – the church & UMW will only pay for ½ of the early bird cost. You will be responsible for the difference between early bird and full price.
	Call the office for the camping code so you get the discount when you register. You can register for camp online at:
 https://www.dakotasumc.org/camping

Camp Scholarship Funds with the Dakotas Foundation
            This fund was established to assist youth with camping registrations and/or expenses. The main sponsor of this scholarship came from Ethel Schenk who originally contributed $3,750. This amount, along with other memorial gifts from various people who designated the funds to be used towards camp scholarships, made up the balance. This money is invested with the Dakotas Foundation. This money is intended to assist families that have youth (1st grade through graduating seniors) attending camp that express the need for additional financial support to cover their share of the cost. 
Any family that would like a little extra financial help needs to fill out a Camp Scholarship Card located in the church office and place it in the decorated box by Sunday, April 19th.  It is the hope of the Finance and Education Committees that people will contribute to this fund and the size of our investment will grow so that the amount of money we are able to distribute grows.

United Women in Faith 
	Our March meeting of United Women in Faith is scheduled for March 2nd.  We meet at 1:30pm in the church lounge (right behind the sanctuary). Delores Kafka and Rose Nedved are the hostesses this month. Our program will be a speaker from  the Servant’s Heart Clinic. Please come and be a part of our ladies’ group.  Please greet and thank Delores Kafka and Carol Becker for the many years they have worked in our church kitchens!!!!  

Community Garden Salsa 
	Thank you to everyone that donated to the Salsa Sales!!!!! $500.00 dollars raised for the Angel Fund for school lunches.  Blessings on our donation and all those who will be helped. 

Making a Joyful Noise
        by Susan Thorson, Faith Community Nurse
Early this morning, I was thinking about our church choirs and our choir director Jill. Those of you who are involved with the choirs at the present or who have been in the past know what “making a joyful noise” means to you physically, mentally, and spiritually. Our choir director does more than directing the choir, she ministers to all who are involved as well as to the congregation with wonderful music. When people join the choirs, they experience a positive effect on their own health.
 By singing, we increase our lung capacity and oxygen exchange, plus it helps to release endorphins that increase our wellbeing. There is data that shows singing a song can help connect people who have difficulty with communication. Being a part of the choir supports positive health effects by being an active participant and belonging to a group with common interests. A leading risk factor for illness is loneliness. By being a part of the choir, you are expected to be at practice once a week and sing at church before and during the service. A person is less likely to experience loneliness if they are involved in regular commitments than someone who has no commitments. Our choir director checks up on you, if you don’t show up for practice or on Sunday to sing. She talks to you about the meaning of the songs as to why they sing specific songs during the special seasons of the church. This really helps the choir members relay the meaning of the songs to all of us as they then sing from their hearts.
 Many of you, like myself will say “there is no way I can sing in a choir as my voice sounds terrible and I cannot carry a tune.” Yet it amazes me each Sunday how well the whole congregation sounds when we sing together with a mixture of voices. It might be worth a try to join the choirs and become healthier in many ways or just to sing for the “joy” of singing. 
Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing. Psalm 100:2 Blessings to each of you as you sing! Thank you to all who are involved in the music of the church as we praise God.

In Our Thoughts  & Prayers 
For the family of Ken Nebola who passed away, Carol Becker, Bill Fargo, Tyan Beste, Marilyn Elwood, Dee Carson, Esther Kisch, Laurie Baily’s brother Charlie, Rodger Jr. Johnson (Mary Johnson’s son), Mary Alice Halverson, Russ & Mary Peirce, Sue Strasburg, Caitlin Jensen, Dawn Kabella, Connie Pruitt (Shirley Root's sister)  

Church family serving in the military: all men & women serving in the military and their families. 

March Birthdays
1 - Morgyn Jaquith

4 - Delores Kafka, Tim Irwin

6 - Sue Olson 

9 - Ketty Cornemann, Gabe Slowey

11 - Jeffery Mraz

12 - Carol Peterson
	
13 - Kyle Hirsch

14 - Pastor Katie Ricke 

16 - Pippa Pietila

18 - Jack Slowey

19 - Mark Peterson, Johnathan Stowe, 
        Ezra Lancaster

21 - Beth Parr, Conner Nickles, Dawn Kabella

22 - Camden Pietz 

23 - Eric Lancaster 

24 - Katie Griffith

25 - Carla Hummel, Daylie Pietila  

26 - Linda Hagen
    
28 - Allan Wieseler

29 - Lindsey Davidson
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First UMC Leadership Team Agenda
Sunday February 22, 2026

· Present: Pastor Katie Ricke, Laura Slowey, Diane Kisch, Molly Hanse, Bob Thue, John Schaeffer, Tammi Downs, Jeannette Schaefer, Mikael Pietla, Steve King

· Review and Approve Financial Report
· Profit for the month: $39,527 compared to $40,260 last year at this time.
· Income was more than last year, but so were our expenses
· Used 9.5% of the budget
· January was a 3 pay period month
· Trustees is up because of insurance audit
· Annual Income over Annual Projected Expenses on Stewardship Update in Bulletin
· Motion/Approved/Yes

· Youth Group has asked that the piano in Wesley Hall need to be moved
· Out of tune for years
· Is not used
· If it was donated, approach the group that donated it if it is in memory of somebody and give it back
· Parsonage Walk Through
· There is one annually, but you have to do another one within 10 days of departure. There will be another one before Pastor Katie vacates
· Carpeting needs to be replaced
· Whole house
1. High traffic areas with laminate flooring?
1. Compare price estimates
2. Mozacs?
· Pastor Katie will be moving out by the beginning of June
· Tile upstairs bathroom needs to be regrouted
· Hole in the garage wall softball sized
· Master bath tile needs regrouted
· 2 doors not hung correct
· Basement door hung incorrect
· Door to garage does not latch
· South facing garage door has a ripped screen
· The blind for the sliding glass door will be replaced by Pastor Katie due to her cat being silly. 
· No updates on security system
· Steve King agreed to Vice Chair 

· Church Endowment
· Set up in 2021
· The foundation gave us 10% back on what we invested
· Every year we get a payout from it that comes back to the church
· $2,440 deposited into our general operating account
· Do we want to stop the payout and have it reinvested in the account so that we grow the principle 
· Motion with our Church Endowment instead of taking the interest payment each time this year, reinvesting it into the principle. 
· John seconds the motion
· All agree

· Pastoral Transition
· Meeting with Brandon Vetter tonight he takes the information back to the cabinet while they are doing deliberations
· Paperwork includes:
· doing a church profile, memberships
· groups within the church
· church debt
· general health of the church
· strengths and needs of the church
· dreams for the future of the congregation
· Top 3 strengths that you need in the next pastor
· what makes us unique

· Potluck Quarterly
· January, April, July, October
· April 19th Potluck
· July Welcome Potluck!

· Pastors Report
· Generosity Grove
· March 3rd, 2026: 6-6:30 PM
· Laura will not be in attendance
· Invite churches in and give them churches resources with generosity, giving, tips, etc. 
· How to teach a congregation to become givers 🙂

· Living Light Service
· Starting March 1st
· 5:30 PM 
· We have received a grant to help with start up costs
· Pastor Katie will be gone March 2nd - March 5th in the Black Hills for work 
· 3rd Sunday in June will be Pastor Katie’s final Sunday here
· February 14th Valentines Dinner went great! 🙂<3

· Hy-Vee Cards
· Please sign up to help sell them

· Next Meeting Date: March 22nd, 2025
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THE LIVING LIGHT

GUIDED BY GRACE. WARMED BY THE SPIRIT.
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, YANKTON SD
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Join Pastor Katie for the Study:
To Be Made Well: Healing Stories of the Gospels
6 week series starting on Tuesday, March 10th @ Noon
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Month Income Expenses Amount

January $81,361.33 $41,833.98 $39,527.35

Totals $81,361.33 $41,833.98 $39,527.35

FUMC Financials by Diane Kisch (Financial Assistant) 

Cash Flow 2026

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Projected 2026 Expenses are $441,843.00

* Income for January is generally higher than other 

months as we have some members that give their annual 

pledge in one month. 


