.	 Mission Statement 
First United Methodist Church of Yankton:

“Our mission is to inspire all people to seek God, grow in their faith, discover their purpose, and serve others to make a difference.” 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Sunday’s palms are Wednesday’s ashes, as another Lent begins;
Thus we kneel before our Maker in contrition for our sins.
We have marred baptismal pledges, in rebellion gone astray;
Now, returning, seek forgiveness; grant us pardon, God, this day!
We have failed to love our neighbors, their offenses to forgive,
Have not listened to their troubles, nor have cared just how they love,
We a jealous, proud, impatient, loving over much our things;
May the yielding of our failings be our Lenten offerings.
We are hasty to judge others, blind to proof of human need;
And our lack of understanding demonstrates our inner greed;
We have wasted earth’s resources; want and suffering we’ve ignored;
Come and cleanse us, then restore us; make new hearts within us, Lord!
[image: ]Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesday’s Ashes


Faith We Sing #2138

February brings with it a celebration of love on Valentine’s Day, but soon follows one of the most sobering days of the year: Ash Wednesday. It is a day that marks the beginning of the season of Lent - a season of repentance and preparation for the coming Easter glory. But before we can celebrate the miracle of the resurrection, we must first do the work of recognizing our own sin, our own complicity in the brokenness of the world, and to seek repentance. 
Year after year we find ourselves once again in need of Ash Wednesday - in need of this reminder of our mortality. We must reckon once again with the ways that we have failed to follow Jesus. The ways in which we have been led astray by the ways of the world, the ways of the culture, the ways of the voices that speak contrary to God. And then we must invite God into our lives, our hearts, our minds to do the work of healing once again. 
May this Lenten season be one where we open our eyes to the world around us as well as to the condition of our own hearts and minds. May we challenge the narratives that tell us to pick sides, to prove loyalties, to fear and hate the other.  Instead, may we find Jesus in the “in between.” And not only may we find him, may we follow him there.  I invite you to join us for worship this Lenten season as we explore “Everything In Between.”  We will also have available a Lenten devotional booklet for the season (beginning with Ash Wednesday). Let us know in the church office if you’d like a copy for your spiritual discipline. 

Blessings,
Pastor Katie

Pastor Book Club Monday February 23rd, 7pm at First UMC
For the [image: cost-of-discipleship.jpg]month of February, we will be reading Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s classic The Cost of Discipleship. 
What can the call to discipleship, the adherence to the word of Jesus, mean today to the businessman, the soldier, the laborer, or the aristocrat? What did Jesus mean to say to us? What is his will for us today? 
Drawing on the Sermon on the Mount, Dietrich Bonhoeffer answers these timeless questions by providing a seminal reading of the dichotomy between "cheap grace" and "costly grace." "Cheap grace," Bonhoeffer wrote, "is the grace we bestow on ourselves...grace without discipleship....Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the girl which must be asked for, the door at which a man must know....It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life.”

Ash Wednesday Service: Wednesday, February 18th at 7pm
You are invited and encouraged to attend the special Ash Wednesday service at First UMC on Wednesday, February 18th at 7pm. This service marks the beginning of the season of Lent and includes scripture, singing, and the imposition of ashes in the form of a cross. This particular practice is meant to be a reminder of our own mortality and our need for repentance and grace.  All are welcome. 

Leadership Team Meeting Summary - January 18th, 2026
Leadership Team welcomed new members: Molly Hanse as Leadership Advocate, Jeanette Schaefer on Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee (SPPRC), Scott Giziewski (Trustees), and Marc Mooney (Finance). 
Dan and Marilyn Elwood shared their hope and vision for the Yankton Healthy Garden Plots for 2026. The church will continue to have 3 plots in the West City Limits area with volunteer needs running from April to October. 
(Leadership Team continued on page 2)
(Leadership Team, continued)
They are hoping to get more of the congregation involved with better communication around how to care for the garden. Please consider signing up when the time comes!
Financial Report: We ended 2025 with a net positive of over $27,000. This is due primarily to our staff and committees being careful with their budget and going without a few staff positions throughout the year. Looking to 2026, there is a $61,000 gap between what is projected to come in and proposed budget. However, the church has historically approved a budget with this kind of gap, and when the end of the year comes, the difference is much less. For example, the proposed budget and the projected income for 2025 had a $50,000 gap, but we ended the year in the positive. 
The Trustees reported that the sub-committee to research and propose a new camera/security system has completed their work and the Trustees have approved their proposal for PC Plus LLC of Yankton.  The new security system and camera update will be installed, and the money will come from the designated funds already gathered for that work. PC Plus LLC of Yankton will also handle IT issues for the church moving forward. United Women in Faith had the Kitchen in Wesley Hall deep cleaned. 
The Leadership Team, with particular emphasis on the Finance Committee, is going to be working with the Dakotas Minnesota Area Foundation on a pilot project called The Generosity Grove.  The Memorandum of Agreement was signed at the meeting. This project will help our church to grow in stewardship opportunities through the help of resourcing and coaching. This is a two year program funded completely by the Foundation. 
SPPRC reported that Aron Eddy has been hired as the Facilities Manager for the church. He will work 15 hours a week, typically in the afternoon/evenings. If you notice an area in need of attention, please let us know in the church office.  SPPRC also hosted a potluck to honor Craig Sherman for his years of service.  It was noted that many enjoyed the potluck and we are looking to schedule them throughout the year.  The staff and Leadership Team will have an appreciation potluck gathering in February. 

Pastor Katie is working on gathering a worship committee to help with the visual aspects of worship and decorating the church. She also proposed launching a Modern Worship service on Sunday evenings utilizing music videos.  The proposal included starting with an 8 week pilot period to see how it goes starting March 1st.  Leadership Team approved the proposal and will evaluate whether or not to continue with the service once metrics are gathered. Also, Pastor Katie changed the bulletin layout which has received good feedback. 
Next Leadership Team meeting: Sunday, February 22nd following worship. 


Modern Worship Service Coming to First UMC!
First UMC will be launching a modern worship service on Sunday nights at 5:30pm starting on Sunday, March 1st. This service will feature modern worship music (in video format), videos, scripture, prayer and preaching. It is a simplified format meant to engage people of all ages. We will still retain our Sunday morning traditional worship at 10am along with our other programming. If you struggle to make it to church on Sunday mornings, give this service a try! There isn’t a better way to start your week than worshiping God! Invite your friends to check it out! If you’d like to help volunteer to greet, usher or technology for this service, please let Pastor Katie know! 

Pastor Katie will be out of the office February 9-10th for the Bishop Epiphany Gathering. 

United Women in Faith 
The United Women in Faith meeting will be February 2nd at 1:30pm. We meet in the lounge right behind the sanctuary. Our program  - make Valentines. Lydia is our hostess.
		  Lydia Giziewski

Community Garden Salsa 
Community Garden Salsa will be available on February 8th Super Bowl Sunday following church service. Proceeds will go to support the Angel Fund program for Yankton school children.
 
[image: ]Valentine’s Day Dinner
Join us for a sweet evening of fellowship! Our children will be hosting a special Valentine’s Day Dinner, serving with joyful hearts as an act of love and service. 
We hope you’ll come enjoy a meal, play Bingo, Trivia and support our kids as they share God’s love on Saturday, February 14th from 5:30-8:00pm in Wesley Hall. Everyone is invited!! Please RSVP using the QR code below or talk to Brooklyn.

Mission Report 2025
January      Cereal Drive (partnered with Women  
        of Faith)  Note: I failed to get a count/picture.
February	Blanket Drive for Pathways.  8 Bags of blankets.  Picture on Facebook.  Bucket Sunday offering also done for pathways = $373.74.
March 	Charity Rummage Sale sponsored by Bibles & Brews Bible Study.  Proceeds went to Good Samaritan Fund.  Bucket Sunday also donated to this fund.  $1,125.50.
Summer	Community Garden had 12 Volunteers.  Salsa sales went to Angel fund for school lunches ($260).  Also produce went to YFFT, Contact Center, Care Casseroles, etc.
June	UMCOR @ Annual Conference.  Delivered: 18 personal care kits, 2 bags of receiving blankets, 5 buckets, onesies, flannel, and kid colored pictures for packs.
August       Bucket Sunday to Boys & Girls Club   
                   = $263.68
                September  Banquet-32 volunteers and over 100 donated items + $300 Cash donations.
November   HSC Patient Gifts 4 boxes of items and $300 bucket Sunday offering/donation.
December   Christmas Tree at Mead	6 volunteers
	        Angel Tree 78 Angels taken care of 
                    and includes $330 in donations.
Ongoing:    Loads of Love  38 Volunteers and 
                    971 loads (an all time high!)
End of Year donations: Donation to Pathways, Tree of Life, and LPC - $1,000 each.
Plan for 2026:	Fundraiser in March (Spring forward for a Dessert Auction).

Note:  Schedule will change based on community needs but Loads of Love and Banquet will continue.
2026:
January - Loads of Love.  We had our first date of the year.  We are experiencing increasing needs and have increased the budget for Loads of Love twice now.  Please consider supporting this ongoing need whether it be in cash or in volunteering.  The whole year's schedule of dates are listed on a signup sheet at the Missions table.  
February - What a wonderful mission - the 605 youth are learning how to serve others!  A Valentine's Dinner will be presented to all who attend by the 605 youth (with a little help).  Please consider supporting the youth's service project of serving others.  Come and enjoy on February 14th!
March - Missions will be having a fundraiser - Please consider being a part of the fundraiser.  Every dollar goes to Missions.
Thank you to all that are in constant support of Missions - your time and talents as well as your monetary support are greatly appreciated!
Carla Hummel
Missions Coordinator

Why Care?
        by Susan Thorson, Faith Community Nurse
1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.” 
As Christians, our faith lies in God and what God has done for us in Jesus Christ. We believe that Jesus cares for us so much that he was willing to give his life for us. In remembering the love of Christ, we can’t help but reach out to others, share that love and care with others.
When I look around as to what we are doing as a church within our own church family as well as in our community I am amazed and thankful for our servants. However, sometimes this caregiving is not so easy. Caring in many situations can be filled with frustration and difficulties. It seems like when we solely rely on our own resources, we get weary or just plain give up. 
We say, “What’s the use?” when we don’t see the visible results. But, if we realize our caring is motivated and empowered by Jesus, we know that he is the person who provides the results. Jesus is working in every situation. Jesus is there at the laundromat when members are working with the Loads of Love ministry, the 605 program for our children, the men’s and women’s Bible study, the community garden ministry and all of our church service projects.
If we each individually recognize the basic motivation for why we do what we do, it will influence our attitudes and actions. It is when we recognize that “Jesus’ love” is the foundation of what we do. When we do this, we have a clearer sense of our caregiving. We provide a sense of humility and a desire to serve. We gain some assurance of our own strengths and power through Christ, and we receive a new perspective on caring. 
Remember when you say, “What’s the use?” In our caring for others, our caring is motivated by and empowered by Christ who provides the results. Jesus is there in every small and big situation. Therefore, Christ’s love continues in your acts of caring and kindness. Peace be with you and blessings to all.

Thank You
I want to thank everyone for the cards and gifts I received at my recent retirement recognition on January 11th. Words cannot express how grateful I am to have been part of the staff at FUMC these past 21 years. I have enjoyed working with the pastors and staff members as we went through many building projects and other obstacles. The congregation has been like my extended family and I will cherish all the friendships I have gained over the years. I would also like to thank those of you who remembered me at Christmas with cards, gifts and words of appreciation. 
God Bless all of you!
Craig Sherman

In Our Thoughts  & Prayers 
Tyan Beste, Eric Nichols & family, Marilyn Elwood, Dee Carson, Esther Kisch,  Laurie Baily’s brother Charlie, Rodger Jr. Johnson (Mary Johnson’s son), Mary Alice Halverson, Russ & Mary Peirce, Sue Strasburg, Caitlin Jensen, Dawn Kabella, Connie Pruitt (Shirley Root's sister)  

Church family serving in the military: all men & women serving in the military and their families. 

February Birthdays

1 - Amelia Herrmann
2 - Jacob Cunningham
3 - Cheryl Doby
4 - Megan Enfield
5 - Merle Larson
8 - Thea Sawatzke, Sherry Daugherty, 
     Sophia Tramp
9 - Sandy Ronfeldt
10 - Ross Den Herder	
14 - Alex Wieseler, Nancy Fargo	
16 - Marsha Bertsch, Susan Schavee, Jill Larson
17 - Diane Kisch
18 - Phil Jaquith, Erin Olson, Myles Tieszen, 
       Tiffany Beste, Will Enfield
20 - Lisa Daugherty, Carolyn DeRoos
22 - Gabriel Olson
23 - David DeRoos
24 - Jean Johnson, Kim Slemp
25 - Tracy Dutrow, Jay Gravholt
28 - Dick Fox, Jacksen Lawrence
[image: ]
2


image1.png
Y everythin
D (in) bgtweegn

Meeting God in the midst of ext




image2.jpeg




image3.png




image4.emf
Month Income Expenses Amount

Jan $79,292.08 $39,031.57 $40,260.51

Feb $34,378.71 $29,067.56 $5,311.15

Mar $28,192.29 $32,502.95 ($4,310.66)

April $28,262.38 $26,597.62 $1,664.76

May $27,303.00 $25,809.59 $1,493.41

June $26,086.07 $34,262.32 ($8,176.25)

July $29,063.55 $33,987.80 ($4,924.25)

Aug $25,051.33 $27,234.45 ($2,183.12)

Sept $30,754.46 $34,654.34 ($3,899.88)

Oct $29,189.83 $26,190.37 $2,999.46

Nov $26,078.86 $26,469.78 ($390.92)

Dec $34,278.72 $34,916.34 ($637.62)

Totals $397,931.28 $370,724.69 $27,206.59

FUMC Financials by Diane Kisch (Financial 

Assistant) 

Cash Flow

2025

 Income

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Projected 2025 Expenses are $425,605.22

* Income for January is generally higher than other 

months as we have some members that give their 

annual pledge in one month. 


