Prelude
Welcome 
Advent Candle Lighting
Lancaster Family (4:30pm)


Ricke family (7:00pm)

Prayer O God of hope, peace, joy and love. As Mary and Joseph welcomed you into the world, now help us welcome you into our lives. Give us courage to hope; strength to seek peace. Fill our spirits with joy; and our hearts with love. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord of all. Amen.

Song      O Come O Come Emmanuel
   UMH #211 vs. 1-4

The Lord’s Prayer
Scripture Lesson #1               Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  
Hymn    Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming    
UMH #216 vs.1-3
Scripture Lesson #2         Micah 5:2-5
Hymn        O Little Town of Bethlehem    
UMH #230 vs. 1-4
Scripture Lesson #3               Luke 2:1-7
Hymn        The First Noel
                    UMH #245 vs. 1

Mission Offering          
Scripture Lesson #4           Luke 2:8-16
Hymn  Angels We Have Heard on High    UMH #238 vs. 1-4
Scripture Lesson #5 
Matthew 2:1-11
Hymn           In the Bleak Midwinter     
UMH #221 vs. 1-4

Holy Communion       
Scripture Lesson #6     John 1:1-14 


Meditation        The Light of All People
Pastor Katie
Hymn          Silent Night, Holy Night      
UMH #239 vs. 1-4

(Stand and sing by candlelight)
Unison Prayer 
O almighty God, by the birth of your holy child Jesus you gave us a great light to dawn on our darkness. Grant that in his light we may see light. Bestow upon us that most excellent Christmas gift of love to all people, so that the likeness of your Son may be formed in us, and that we may have the ever brightening hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
*Hymn                Joy to the World           
UMH #246 vs. 1-4

*Benediction
*Postlude
The Special Christmas Eve offering is designated to Pathways Homeless Shelter. If you would like to receive credit for your gift (for IRS purposes), please use one of the envelopes from the pew rack and put your name on the envelope. If you would like your offering to go into the General Fund of the church instead, please mark it "Church." All checks should be made payable to First UMC. Any gifts not otherwise designated will go toward the special offering. 
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