.	 Mission Statement 
First United Methodist Church of Yankton:

“Our mission is to inspire all people to seek God, grow in their faith, discover their purpose, and serve others to make a difference.” 
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From the Pastor’s Desk:
I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. -2 Timothy 1:5
This year Advent will be kicked off with a new event “A Taste of Christmas Heritage” and it has got me thinking about all of the traditions that we keep during the holiday season. Traditions and rituals are an important part of our lives because they tell us stories about who we are and where we have come from. 
Our Christmas and holiday traditions are handed down to us from the generations that have come before. These special events, foods, decorations are lovingly passed to us with meaning and importance from the people in our lives who love us. And these rituals and traditions make the season so special to us. I know that for me, personally, it wouldn’t be Christmas without a certain cookie that my grandmother used to make, or lefse as part of the Christmas meal. It wouldn’t feel like a Christmas Eve service unless I got to sing Silent Night in a darkened sanctuary lit only by candlelight. And I wouldn’t feel that way without the loving care of the people in my life who made those things a reality for me when I was growing up.
So, as you are busy making Christmas memories this year with your loved ones, consider also how you are passing on the meaning of Christmas to the next generations. Timothy, who was a protege of the apostle Paul, had been given the greatest gift of faith through the loving example and investment of two very special women in his life: his mother and his grandmother. They took seriously the call to raise up the next generations with sincere faith.
May we pass on to the next generations the traditions and rituals that we have been so faithfully given, so that all may come to know and experience the love and grace of a God who was willing to come to Earth, to be God with us, Emmanuel.  

Merry Christmas! Pastor Katie
[image: 29.jpg]A Taste of Christmas Heritage
	Mark your calendars for the first event of the Advent season: A Taste of Christmas Heritage! Plan to share some of the best of your Christmas foods, decorations, and traditions from your family and heritage! And then join your First UMC on December 1st following the service to learn and celebrate each other! Contact Marilyn Elwood or Carol Becker for more information!

Care Casserole Christmas Caroling 
	Everyone is welcome to go Christmas caroling to members of our church who are not able to get out as much during the Holiday season. We will sing a few songs and deliver a special meal made by the Care Casserole Crew! The more we have, the more fun we will have spreading Christmas Cheer!  This event is happening after fellowship time on Sunday, December 8th. 

Angel Tree Christmas Gifts
	First UMC is once again collecting gifts for our Angel Tree to benefit the children of Milks Camp.  When you take an angel, please sign your name next to the number found on the angel along with your phone number.  Please wrap your gifts and securely attach the angel to the outside of the gift. The gifts are due by Monday, December 9th so we have time to deliver them to the children. Thank you for your continued generosity to these very special children!
First UMC at Mead Hall of Trees!
Special thanks to [image: 466344002_8547797441997960_2087069487482361104_n.jpg]all who helped to decorate the First UMC tree at the Mead Hall of Trees! The children of 605 decorated the snowflakes and a wonderful group spent the afternoon of December 17th getting our tree ready. Take some time to check out the display and if you 
feel so inclined, vote for First UMC!
Pictured: Carla Hummel, Laurie Bailey, 
[image: SDNewspapersAssoc_BWFinal.pdf]Jill Heutig, Jeannette Schaefer, Craig Sherman, Carol Becker and Karen Miller.
Christmas Program 
	The children and youth of First UMC will be leading worship on Sunday, December 15th at 10am. Worship will include the Children’s Christmas Program.  Make sure to mark your calendars to support the children and youth of our church!

Blue Christmas 
	If you are having a hard time this Christmas season due to grief, depression or other factors, join us December 17th at 7pm. For many, the holidays can be a difficult time and finding joy can feel impossible.  Blue Christmas is a worship service that acknowledges these struggles and helps to bring hope in a tangible way during Christmas.
We will be joined again by the Yankton UCC Church for this special service. 

Christmas Eve Services
	We will hold two Christmas Eve services at 4:30pm and 7pm this year and no Christmas Day service. During the 7pm service we will offer Holy Communion along with the other Christmas traditions you have come to know and love. We look forward to celebrating the birth of our savior with all of you this Christmas Eve!

Pastor Book Club
The December book for Pastor Book Club is a short book called Christmas from [image: 614M+ZU6xlL._AC_UF350,350_QL50_.jpg]the Back Side: A Different Look at the Story of Jesus Birth by J. Ellsworth Kalas. The books is available on amazon.com in both paperback and kindle formats.  We will meet at the church on Monday, December 30th for conversation and discussion. 

United Women of Faith (UMW)
	Please come join us for our Holiday Christmas Party. It will be 1:30pm on Dec 2nd in the church lounge.  All women are invited to come and enjoy a " Christmas Get Together".  Fun, food, fellowship. Our hostesses this month will be all of us sharing Christmas foods and/or treats.  Let me know if you have any questions. "Let Christmas be the season to count blessings and share joy." Lydia
	
Youth Group (7th-12th grade)

Upcoming Youth Dates
No Youth Group - Wed, November 27th
Wal-Mart Christmas Trip/Dairy Queen - Wed, December 4th; 7:00-8:30pm
Christmas Program Practice - Wed, December 11th
Youth/Children's Christmas Service - Sun, December 15th 10:00am
Christmas Party - Wed, December 18th
No Youth Group - Wednesday, Dec 25th or 
January 1st 
Youth Group resumes - Wed, January 8th

Every Wednesday evening from 7:00-8:00
To sign up for Updates and Information, text @1fumcyouth to 81010
Please let Tiffany know if you have any questions
1stumckidsyankton@gmail.com

NO Youth Group – November 27th (Happy Thanksgiving)
Youth & Children’s Christmas Program – Sunday December 15th @10:00am.

Mission Moments 
Thank you to all that helped decorate the Angel tree in the church and the Tree out at Mead for the Hall of Trees.  
· The Angel Tree – On the table next to the tree, there is a signup sheet that corresponds with the Angel.  Please remember to sign up there when you take an Angel.  It helps us to check in the gifts and make sure each and every child is taken care of.  As for the gifts, we ask that it be one clothing item and one non-clothing item (game or toy). The deadline for returning the Angel gifts is December 9th.
· The Mead Museum Hall of Trees will be open after Thanksgiving.  Please take some time to go and take it all in. Stop by our tree and pick up a peppermint stick, a giving calendar (if you don’t already have one), and feel free to vote …..if you are so moved.
Loads of Love – Thank you to the Tuesday Noon Bible Study for taking care of the last Loads of Love for the year.  They covered our November 19th date.  A new calendar will come out in January.  If you haven’t already been a part of this mission, please check your calendar and sign up.

Banquet – The Banquet will be on the calendar for 2025!  It’s in September but we are back on track for a date that will better fit into our schedule at the church and hopefully with you as well.




December!  YAY – December!
So much going on and so many ways to give!  And to serve!  And to just be a part of!
Caroling with Care Casseroles is one of those great opportunities to spread the JOY! Last year we had a great time as we broke up into a couple groups, a map, a list, and some care casseroles.
We got such a positive return on the event that we are making it an annual event!  So, make sure and put it on your calendar for December 8th.
	Thanks for all you do on behalf of First United Methodist Church for so many!  Pull out that calendar of giving for December and just look at all that you do!

Bibles & Brews
	Our every other week meetings are being disrupted a bit by Holidays. There will not be any Bibles and Brews on November 26th (week of Thanksgiving) or December 24th (week of Christmas).  
	Our next Bibles and Brews is December 10th at 5:15pm @ The Bar (downtown).  Please feel free to come and join us.  Our (popcorn topic) is Gifts! Then we will resume our every other week schedule starting in January – starting on January 7th.

Kids Hope Ministry 
[image: Kids Hope USA]	As I sit here and write this article it is still the month of November, which brings us Thanksgiving. This year among the many things I am grateful for, is being given the opportunity to be involved with our Kids Hope USA Ministry at FUMC, and to all our amazing volunteer mentors, who are so giving of their time, talents, and willingness to mentor each week at Beadle School. Our list of mentors includes David Holzwarth, Delores Moore, Karen Miller, Dan Slowey and Dave Cornemann. We started off this school year with 3 repeat mentors and have now added 2 additional mentors. Through Kids Hope USA mentoring program, students develop transformative relationships with their mentors, who give students one on one attention, encouragement and support in empowering them to thrive both in their lives and in the community. If interested in learning more about Kids Hope USA Ministry, please contact either myself, Pastor Katie or Lisa in the office know. Again, thank you FUMC for partnering with Kids Hope USA and to all our awesome mentors. 
Jill Wilson 
FUMC Director/with Kids Hope

Being Thankful
by Susan Thorson, Faith Community Nurse 
	The holiday season is upon us whether we are ready or not. There are many expectations we place on ourselves and others. How can we navigate this time of year and be thankful? We know there are people around us and perhaps ourselves who are suffering from physical and mental illness, losses of family members, losses of jobs, going through a time of loneliness, and just wandering in life. The good news for all of us is with Jesus. Any darkness can never overwhelm us, as He has defeated darkness, our brokenness and even death. Jesus our Savior, is the one who gave us life both physically and spiritually. So, just be thankful for the birth of Jesus and how he saved all of us. Jesus came to give each of us hope. With hope we can move forward by focusing on helping others and help ease our difficult times. Serving others during this holiday season could be just the key to a fuller life. Here’s the list of serving opportunities for you and me: 
· Visit someone who is homebound or in an extended care facility. 
· Send a card or small gift to someone without family close by. 
· Invite someone who is grieving to lunch. 
· Help a child or family in financial need.
· Volunteer by staying with an ill person to provide respite care for the caregiver. 
· Participate in an activity at church to meet others. Deliver a homemade meal to someone who is homebound. 
· Open your heart to God that He will bring someone to you who needs your love, your caring hands, and your thoughtful prayers.
	By helping others this season could be the best Christmas gift you receive. From Galatians 5:13b: “Serve one another humbly in love.” May this Christmas be filled with blessings for your family and you.
In Our Thoughts & Prayers
Pat White who is now at Sr James Riverfront room 316

Dan Swihart, Mary Peirce, Analis Dannen, Prayers for Alexandra Stowe, Sue Strasburg, Doug Baily, Caitlin Jensen, Dawn Kabella, Kate Patrick (Diane Kisch’s niece), Connie Pruitt (Shirley Root's sister)

Church family serving in the military: all men & women serving in the military and their families. 

December Birthdays
1 - Dustin Gusso

3 - Tyan Beste

   - Loy Gravholt 
 
4 - Liza Lancaster

5 - Merle Brandt

  - Jordyn Cunningham

  - Jane Gilmore

6 - Bonnie Gusso 

    - Shaylor Platt

7 - Mary Hladky

9 - Robert Burgel

11- Lindsay Flannery

12 - Mary Lepp

13 - Mike Miller

14 - Chris Jacobsen

17 - Steve King

19 - Jeff Skonhovd

     - Nnea Garvey

20 - Jim Sawatzke

22 - Dan Guthmiller

23 - AJ Downs

26 - Dennis Kisch

    - Brook Thurman

    - Bailey Wieseler
27 - Jace Guthmiller

    - Andrea Jaquith

    - Madisyn Jaquith

    - Gene Kisch

29 - Lance Palecek

30 - Susan Becker
    - Linda Fox 

[image: ]Poinsettia Order

	Advent and Christmas are fast approaching. This means it is time to order poinsettias for the Sanctuary and around the church. This year, the cost of the plants will be $14.50 (6 ½ inch pot). 
You may mail this form to the church office (First UMC, 207 W. 11th St., Yankton, SD 57078), bring it to the church office, or you may place it in the offering plate on Sunday and mark your envelope “Poinsettia”.  
            You may pick up your plant following the Christmas Eve Worship Service, or you may leave it here for the church family to enjoy.  Please indicate whether or not you plan to take your Poinsettia home with you.  Thank you.
	
Please turn in your order by December 8th

Your Name: ___________________________

(Please check one) _____In Memory of    _____In Honor of
	 




I will take the poinsettia I ordered:      _______Yes          ______No
Please enclose your payment of ($14.50) with this order form.
2
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A Taste of %

Christmas
Heritage

DECEMBER 1ST, 2024
FOLLOWING WORSHIP

Celebrating family Christmas traditions with food,

clothing, decorations, and traditional activities.
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it The Hall Of Trees!

*

Open Daily Nov 29 - Dec 31
Noon to 4 pm and Fridays until 8 pm
(Closed Dec 25)
Kids and Members Free!
Adults $8 | Seniors 65+ $5

&5 INMEAD 82 Mickelson Dr. Yankton, SD

KM MUSEUM MeadBuilding.org/HallOfTrees
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Month Income Expenses Amount

January $92,753.11 $48,655.44 $44,097.67

February $34,684.48 $35,275.03 ($590.55)

March $25,409.24 $34,311.20 ($8,901.96)

April $27,161.89 $39,115.69 ($11,953.80)

May $26,021.68 $28,232.40 ($2,210.72)

June $25,831.68 $33,431.44 ($7,599.76)

July $33,939.81 $41,793.40 ($7,853.59)

August $27,418.10 $27,812.77 ($394.67)

Sept $27,009.04 $23,374.33 $3,634.71

October $28,684.32 $36,223.49 ($7,539.17)

Totals $348,913.35 $348,225.19 $688.16

FUMC Financials by Diane Kisch (Financial Assistant) 

Cash Flow 2024 Income

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Projected 2024 Expenses are $438966.00

* Income for January is generally higher than other months 

as we have some members that give their annual pledge in 

one month. 


