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From the Pastor’s Desk
	As we begin a new year and make commitments to what we want to do and who we want to be for 2023 - I want to offer you this prayer.  Consider taking a moment and saying these words out loud with all the conviction you can muster and know that I am doing the same.
-Pastor Katie

Wesleyan Covenant Prayer
“I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

Epiphany Stars in Worship
	Join us for worship on either Wednesday January 4th or Sunday, January 8th to celebrate Epiphany.  Epiphany is the end of the Christmas season when we celebrate the arrival of the magi to worship and offer gifts to Jesus. For the past couple of years, we have marked the celebration of Epiphany with a practice called “Star Words.”  Star words are given in the service - each star has a different word on it.  We ask that God uses that word to guide us for the year into a closer relationship with Jesus (just as God used the stars in the sky to guide the magi to Jesus so long ago).

Homosexuality & The Bible 3 Week Class
	Join Pastor Katie to dive into the scripture verses that talk about homosexuality in the Bible.  This course will explain the various ways people have interpreted scripture and come to different conclusions. We will also be looking at the Wesleyan Quadrilateral as a tool to help attenders discern.  This class will be offered twice in the week:  5pm on Wednesdays and 8:30am on Sundays beginning January 11th (and 15th). 

Church Town Hall Meeting: January 30th, 2023
	Join the Leadership Team and Pastor Katie for an open discussion on matters relating to the church on Monday night, January 30th, at 6:30pm.  Topics will include the 2023 budget, the denominational struggle over homosexuality, and more.  We will also be doing a straw poll that night to get a sense of how people align and what decisions we should make in the future. It is very important that you attend this discussion.  Please mark your calendars! Your voice matters. 

Pastor Katie Out of the Office
	Pastor Katie will be out of the office January 9-10 for an Epiphany Gathering with the newly elected bishop for the Dakotas and Minnesota Conference, Bishop Lanette Plambeck. 

	Pastor Katie will be out of the office January 23-24 for her work on the Board of Ordained Ministry. During this meeting, Pastor Katie along with the other clergy and lay members of the Board will be interviewing candidates for Commissioning in our conference. Please be in prayer for the Board of Ordained Ministry and the candidates seeking to follow God’s call into ministry. 

FUMC Serving the Banquet 
	FUMC will be serving The Banquet on Thursday, December 29th.  There are signup sheets in the downstairs lobby for food and volunteers to serve. If you sign up to bring food, please bring it to the kitchen at the church by Tuesday, December 27th.  

Staff Christmas Party - January 12th
	The staff will be having their Christmas party on Thursday, January 12th.  If you haven’t had a chance to thank our incredible staff for the work that they do in service to the church, please do so!  If you want ideas or would like to send on your appreciation, please contact any member of the SPPRC. 

Leadership Team Transitions
	On December 19th at the final Leadership Team meeting of 2022, the team recognized two members who ended their terms on December 31st, 2022: Steve Pietila and Chad Herrmann.  These two gentlemen have served in leadership for our church above and beyond the time frame asked.  They also were instrumental in the transition from our previous Leadership model to the current Leadership Team model.  Chad served this year as Chair of SPPRC and Steve served as Chair of Finance and Chair of the Leadership Team as a whole.  We are so grateful to both of them for their tireless efforts and look forward to the new ways they will be able to plug into the life of the church in this new year.
	Starting a new term in January is Merle Brandt (who served in 2022 a one-year term on Trustees) and Karen Miller who will start a 3-year term on SPPRC.  We are still praying for another person to step up into a leadership role within the leadership team.  Through some creative thinking, we are able to offer a spot on either Finance or Trustees - whichever can be filled first. If you or someone you know would be a good fit for the leadership team, please let us know!  We’d love to have a full leadership team for 2023!
Right Now Media
	On Christmas Eve, Pastor Katie announced that the church is investing in you through the gift of a yearlong subscription to Right Now Media - an online library of over 20,000 videos including studies, Children’s programming, training tools and more. If you haven’t had a chance to sign up for incredible free resource, please scan the QR code to set up your account now.  This incredible gift is made possible through the memorial gifts given to the church for the investment of the future of the church.  You do not need to be a member of the church to use this gift.

[bookmark: _Hlk115094219][bookmark: _Hlk530562056]United Methodist Women
	UMW will meet Monday, January 9th at 1:30pm. We will meet in the Church Lounge by the sanctuary, 2nd floor. Let’s come together to celebrate a start to a New Year! All interested women are invited and encouraged to attend. 
Church Directory
	We will be working to update our church directory with accurate information and new family pictures! Please fill out the form with updated information at the link provided:
https://forms.gle/KAvPnBw4E97N1vuVA
Or scan the QR code with your camera's phone to complete the form 

You may email a family picture to Tiffany @ 1stumckidsyankton@gmail.com or upload it through the form or line up a time for her to take a picture at church.

FirstKids (PreSchool-5th Grade)
Wednesday evenings activities will resume Wednesday, January 4th.
605 runs from 5:30-6:10 with supper served beforehand. Please make sure your kids have time to eat before 5:30.
Please join us afterward for Wednesday evening service at 6:15
We are always looking for additional volunteers to join our children's education team.
Please contact Tiffany if you are looking for a place to volunteer your services. She will train and mentor you through the process.

Youth Group (6th Grade-12th Grade)
	Youth Group will resume Wednesday, January 4th. Youth Group meets Wednesdays from 7:00-8:30. Please join us beforehand for Wednesday evening service at 6:15pm. We are always looking for additional volunteers to join our team of youth group leaders. Please contact Tiffany if you are looking for a place to volunteer your services. She will train and mentor you through the process.

The Youth shopping for Angel Tree gifts





Childrens Christmas Program 

Computer and Sound Volunteers
	We are always looking for additional volunteers to join our sound and visual team to help stream our worship services. Please contact Tiffany if you are looking for a place to volunteer your time and talents. She will train and mentor you through the process. 

Spiritual Practices for the New Year
By Susan Thorson, Faith Community Nurse
	Each of us have spiritual practices we engage in daily and weekly. An important part of “wellness” is our faith life. Cultivating our faith is a time we can learn more about ourselves, others and God. We can first do an assessment of our faith life by asking “What do we do each day and week to gain a new perspective about our faith life?” Over time I have been asking many of my friends and you this very question and here are some of the responses: 
	Each day I make a list of what I am thankful for and incorporate the list into my evening prayer. Praying multiple times, a day in different settings keeps me grounded. A daily walk in the neighborhood reminds me that all creation belongs to God. Meditation helps me to open my mind, listen to my inner voice, and hear God’s voice. Reading scripture or reading my daily devotion keeps me focused each day. Doing something for others, whether it is helping a neighbor, visiting someone in the nursing home, or helping with a mission project each week is my spiritual practice. When I exercise, I stretch my body in different ways, and think how thankful I am for how my body was created by God with each part having a purpose in my movement. As I look in the mirror each morning, I am reminded to love myself not only for goodness but for my imperfections trying to improve and ask God to help me be a better person each day. Attending church each week and participating in Bible studies gives me encouragement.
	 It is important to do spiritual practices each day to help us be aware of God’s moments and to be open to the words of Jesus. Think about what you want to do for the coming year to revive or improve your faith life with daily spiritual practices. From Galatians 6:26 “If we live by Spirit, let us also walk by Spirit.” Job 33:4 says, “The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” Blessing today for each of you for the coming year
	
In Our Thoughts & Prayers

For the family of Jan Aughenbaugh. Jan passed away.
Mike Miller
Barb Hirsch
Carolyn Teichrow for healing 
	2022 Income
	Cash Flow
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Month
	Income
	Expenses
	Amount

	January
	$64,058.98 
	$35,827.92 
	$28,231.06 

	February
	$50,015.62 
	$33,689.58 
	$16,326.04 

	March
	$25,607.04 
	$40,707.57 
	($15,100.53)

	April
	$29,877.51 
	$32,121.62 
	($2,244.11)

	May
	$34,489.40 
	$33,435.48 
	$1,053.92 

	June
	$29,069.85 
	$39,389.98 
	($10,320.13)

	July
	$32,022.83
	$34,451.60
	($2,428.77)

	August
	$26,504.62 
	$43,813.91 
	($17,309.29)

	September
	$21,471.40 
	$33,486.72 
	($12,015.32)

	October
	$26,316.40 
	$31,525.27 
	($5,208.87)

	November
	$29,598.77 
	$33,148.69 
	($3,549.92)

	Totals
	$369,032.42 
	$391,598.34 
	($22,565.92)

	                                                                                                                                                                                                    Projected 2022 Expenses are $477,337.00.00
* Income for January is generally higher than other months as we have some members that give their annual pledge in one month. 
                

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Caitlin Jensen

January Birthdays

1- Holly Iverson, Jane Miller

2 - Corinne Ditmar

3 - Steve Broz

4 - Kaleb Swihart, Ashley Craft

5 - Steve Pietila
	
6 - Gary Guthmiller, Tyler Kaiser, 
Niles Nedved

8 - Cooper Cornemann, Andy Gall, 
Ken Bevers
	
9 - Marlene Konopik	

11 - Hudson Burgeson

13 - Mary King, Connie Sawatzke
	
14 - Kendra Bakke

15 - Ginger Guthmiller

16 - Scott Giziewski, Dena Heeney, 
        Susan McCorkell, Paul Pietila

18 - John Wiechmann

20 - Sandy Dennis
	
21 - Jean Droppers, Kristi Hunhoff, Rita 
	Rolston
 
22 - Angela Herrmann, Linda Herrmann

23 - Carol Skonhovd

24 - Hannah Honrath, Claire Mooney

25 - Tate Beste, Randy Hummel, Jaxx Olson,
        Monte Schavee

27 - Rick Daugherty, Carol Wiechmann

29 - Chad McCorkell, Arlo Watchorn 
       
30 - Kirsten Tramp

31 - Matt Pietz
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