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From the Pastor’s Desk


“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  - Joshua 1:9

Last month we began a sermon series based on the book Let Go: Leaning into the Future without Fear by Rev. Matt Miofsky. Rev. Matt uses the story of Moses to help walk through the process of change - a process that we all face at various points in our lives.  We are no stranger to change here at the church either. In the last two years I have walked through more changes in this church than I have in all of my previous churches combined due to the Covid Pandemic and the ever dynamic culture in which we live. And I don’t believe that God is done with us yet - I think the biggest and best changes are still coming.  We are on the verge of some exciting things in the life of our church and this summer we are working to prepare for them.

Not only will we journey with Moses throughout the summer in our sermon series - last month you got a worship survey in the mail anticipating a new Wednesday night worship service starting in the fall. This is a big change, and the details of that change are still getting worked out but we are excited for what a midweek worship service will do for our church community! We will always have worship services available on Sundays, but I believe God is calling us to step into a new rhythm and meet people where they are with this service.

Our Leadership Team is also doing the work to prepare for what God has in store for us next.  We will be working through the book Normalizing Next: A Post-Covid 19 Resource for Church Leaders written by Rev. Olu Brown.  We are ever asking the question - what is next for our church and the mission in which God has called us for. 

If you are interested in a copy of the book, there are some available in the church office for purchase. 

Change can be scary and difficult, but it doesn’t have to be. We can do the ahead of time to make sure the changes we are making are good and right and in line with God’s will for us. And we can take courage that God will be with us - just as God promised Joshua, God promises us.  So let us lean into the future without fear and find out what is next for us!

Blessings! 
Pastor Katie
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Moms Night Out: August 10th

First United Methodist Church wants to refresh, renew and encourage the mothers of our FIRST UMC kids and youth with a night out!  Join us on Wednesday night, August 10th at Muddy Mo’s Coffee House for a night of dinner, worship and fellowship.  RSVP to Pastor Katie (605-467-0918) by July 24th to let us know if you can make it to this special event. 

Conversation with Pastor Katie - Wednesday, July 20th
Join Pastor Katie Wednesday night, July 20th anytime between 6 and 8pm for friendly conversation and questions.  This is a great time to catch up with Pastor Katie, to ask questions about changes happening at the church or things happening in the United Methodist denomination. This is an informal time that Pastor Katie sets aside to visit with anyone who wants to come.  Hope to see you there! 

Grass Clippings Needed 

FUMC's garden plots could use some grass clippings for mulching. The grass clippings cannot have any chemicals or weed killer on them.  Just drop off your donations at the garden plots.
Pastor Katie Vacation

Pastor Katie will be on vacation and out of the office from July 4th - July 12th. 

July 3rd - One Service at 10am

Due to the busy holiday weekend, we will be offering one service on Sunday, July 3rd at 10am. Please mark your calendars and join us for worship!

Fifth Sunday Bucket, July 31st 


Bucket Sundays are held whenever we have 5 Sundays in one month.  This month’s offering TBD. Drop your loose change (bills accepted also) in the bucket.

Weekly Watchers for Community Garden Needed 


There is a weekly signup sheet on the Missions table. If you have questions, please call Marilyn Elwood (402) 992-4377.

God Moments


We would LOVE for you to share your God Moments with us!! All of us take pictures of the things that bring us joy and happiness every day. And each of these moments is provided to you by God. We would love for you to share those pictures with us, so we can share them with the church on Sunday mornings and also on a display we have in mind for here at church. Please text your pictures to (605) 695-0178 or email them to 1stumckidsyankton@gmail.com. 
Women’s Social Lunch 
Come and enjoy lunch Monday, July 11th at Noon at the Fryn Pan. This social luncheon is for any and all women of First United Methodist Church member or not. A chance to get to know each other better and enjoy a fun lunch with our sisters in Christ. (No program-just social time) Lunch is Dutch treat. If you have questions, please call Vivian Van Essen 655-4893
FirstKids
Friday, August 12th-Saturday, August 13th: VBS - God's Wonder Lab
Register using the QR code below


There is still time to get signed up for camps. Check out the website today and get signed up

https://www.dakotasumc.org/camping/camps-and-events 

Youth Group

Mark your calendars:

Thursday, July 14th - TBD

Tuesday, July 26th - TBD

Tuesday, August 9th - TBD

Friday, August 12th-Saturday, August 13th: VBS - God's Wonder Lab - We will need Youth helpers
Always feel free to contact Tiffany with any questions, ideas, comments or concerns. If you would like to become more involved with our children and youth, please let her know. We are always looking for wonderful adult leaders and volunteers to help greatly impact our kids in a faith-filled way.  1stumckidsyankton@gmail.com or (605) 695-0178

VBS 2022 - God's Wonder Lab (August 12th & 13th)
To sign your kiddos up for VBS - Fri & Sat, August 12th & 13th, please go to this link https://tinyurl.com/FUMCVBS2022
Remember, VBS is for EVERYONE, so please mark these dates on your calendar and let Tiffany know where you can help!
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Summer Camp Information

Even though the Early Bird deadline is past you can still register for camp. The cost would be at full price. The church and UWM will still cover ½ of the early bird cost for one camp per youth (K-12th grade) you are responsible for the balance. 

Summer Safety
By Susan Thorson, Faith Community Nurse
As of June 21, 2022, the summer solstice, we have been blessed with some nice, pleasant days but also some extremely warm days when temperatures climbed to 100 degrees. The Centers for Disease Control says heat kills more than 600 people each year. Extreme heat poses the greatest risk of heat stroke and exhaustion to children ages 4 and under and those adults over 65 years of age. Anyone who has pre-existing medical conditions or families who live without air conditioning are at risk. Here are a few tips to help prevent heat related illnesses: 

· Stay informed by checking on the weather report on your cell phone, television, radio or computer. Be prepared and have a plan when warm temperatures are predicted.

· Stay hydrated by keeping water on hand at all times to avoid dehydration. Avoid drinks with too much sugar and avoid alcohol.

· If you don’t have air conditioning, find a cool place to spend the day like the local library or an air-conditioned shopping area.

· Stay inside during the peak heat hours of 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Do your gardening and work outside early in the morning or later in the day.

· Wear a broad-spectrum sunscreen and apply 30 minutes before you go outside to get the best results. Wear a light long sleeved shirt to help avoid sunburn.

· Wear a wide brimmed hat and sunglasses. Stay in the shade if you have to be outside.

· Keep a ceiling fan or a pedestal fan going when you are working inside.

· When you are outside, use a spray bottle with cool water to spritz yourself.

· To decrease the electric bill, hang your clothes outside to dry and leave the dishwasher open during the drying cycle. Grill and cook foods outside instead of heating up the oven. Close the blinds and curtains to block out the sun during the peak hours.
· Avoid eating heavy foods and big meals. Light meals and more frequent small meals are more easily digested especially in warm weather.

· Please don’t leave your children in a car unattended ever! Temperatures can reach dangerous levels very quickly and children can develop heat stroke causing life threatening issues.

· Dress yourself and your children in loose, lightweight, and light-colored clothes.

· Pace your activities on a warm day. Take frequent rest periods in a cool shaded area and keep hydrated by drinking water.
From Genesis 8:22 “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,

summer and winter, day and night will never cease.” Keep your family and yourself safe during

these summer months. For more information on summer safety go the CDC website!
2022 KYNT Broadcast Sponsors Needed  


On Sunday morning the service is recorded and then edited to 30 minutes. The following Sunday it is broadcast on KYNT 1450AM from 8:30 – 9:00am. We do this so that our members or others who for some reason cannot attend services, can still listen to God’s message. Each Sunday we need someone to sponsor this broadcast. The cost is $45.00. Please consider sponsoring a broadcast. Call Lisa in the office 665-2991 or email 

1stumcyankton@gmail.com
In Our Thoughts & Prayers
Margie Stengle is at Sr. James Rm 315

May Gall

Neta Thompson’s family. Neta passed away

Carolyn Teichrow for healing.

Prayers for Ukraine

Church family serving in the military: all men & women serving in the military and their families. 
July Birthdays

1 - Cole Moderegger, Arica Nickles

4 - Jamee Bruegman, Julie Mooney

7 - Tony Beste

8 - Gracie Thurman
9 - Bill Bartels, Gavin Brandt, Julianna Enfield, 
      Coleton James

10 - McKenna Golden, Paige Golden, 
       Ryan Golden

11 - Paul Aughenbaugh

12 - Trevor Giziewski, Tyler Guthmiller

14 - Aliza Doby, Pam Skinner

16 - Addie Lowe, Bailey Novak

17 - Emma Bloch

18 - Darwin Tessier

19 - Todd Sage

20 - Sarah Brandt, Frank Nedved, Lane Sawatzke

23 - Rebecca Gravholt, Trevor Guthmiller, 
       Karen Lambert

24 - Dave Cornemann, Brady Hale, Sarah Nedved

25 - Jill Wilson

26 - Mindy Giziewski, Marlene Nebola
27 - Addison Frahm
29 - Dee Carson, Alexander Palecek, 
        Alex Swihart 
30 - Davis Walsh

Dakotas Annual Conference 2022: Highlights to share

The twenty-ninth session of the Dakotas Annual Conference was held June 9-11, 2022, at the Event Center in Bismarck, North Dakota. It was an in-person event after two years of virtual and hybrid annual conferences. More than 450 United Methodists from North and South Dakota experienced inspiring worship, meaningful learning, and conducting business.  

Bishop Laurie Haller is on medical leave after a fall causing a concussion, so two beloved bishops, Bishop Deborah Kiesey and Bishop Bruce Ough were welcomed back to preside.

Here are some of the highlights.

Theme: Drawing on Psalm 23 and John 10:10-11, our theme is "Jesus: Healer." We are a people and a world needing healing beyond our doing. God invites us to come to sit by still waters and to allow God to restore our souls. 

 

Bishop's Episcopal Address: On Thursday morning, Bishop Bruce Ough began the episcopal address to the Dakotas Annual Conference with a provocative question. "Are we too wounded, too broken, too bruised, too trampled upon to be revived?" For Ough, this is more than rhetoric. In addition to societal problems of racism, violence, and dysfunctional politics, the Annual Conference is dealing with the glaring United Methodist issues of separation, disaffiliation, and broken relationships. Together these present potentially catastrophic threats to our mission, health, and well-being.

TED Talk-style speakers inspire action: This year's Dakotas Annual Conference included brief presentations on three areas of ministry: discipleship, consensus building, and rural ministry. Experts on these subjects offered their thoughts in a format like the popular TED Talk videos. Rev Ben Ingebretson suggested a three-step path of discipleship: Know-Do-Be. Allen Stanton spoke on rural communities' challenges and opportunities in the Dakotas. And on Friday, Ann Crews Melton, executive director of the Consensus Council, opened her session on consensus building by referencing the friendship of John Wesley and George Whitfield, which endured despite profound disagreements. 

 

Missional Report: Dakotas United Methodists have been living the incarnational love of Jesus Christ, working to bring healing to a hurting world. Even as we seek to offer that grace to others, we know we need the Good Shepherd—the Great Physician—to offer that continual healing to us. More than 500 people viewed the 2021-2022 Missional Report as part of the opening plenary session of the Dakotas Annual Conference in Bismarck, North Dakota. 

Recognizing those entering a new chapter of ministry: "In the challenges of life, we are called by the Holy Spirit to live our call as one body of Christ," said Bishop Deborah Kiesey as she delivered the message, "Our Calling," at the 2022 Celebration of Life in Ministry Service. During the service, persons were remembered, recognized, and celebrated as they entered a new stage and commitment to ministry. "Despite everything that's happening within our church. Let's celebrate these women and these men who've answered the call God has placed on their hearts," said Bishop Deb. Thanks be to God for this group of dedicated leaders!  

Legislation: Voting members of the 29th Session of the Dakotas Annual Conference approved all pieces of legislation before them, including everything on the consent calendar. Legislation approved included Item 1.2. an Inter-Methodist Standing Committee, Item 1.3 changes to the lay equalization formula, and Item 1.4 recommendations for the process for local churches leaving the UMC. A presentation of the updated Disaffiliation Process was received, and time was spent in plenary sessions fielding questions. New this year was voting with electronic devices. Option Technologies provided each voting member of the body with a push-button device. Voting on each motion took place for 30 seconds, with results displayed instantly. 

 

Specific legislation approved:

· 2023 budget: The 2023 budget was approved, including apportionments and direct billing, totaling $6,419,729. The 2023 budget represents a 7.2 5 decrease from 2022.

· Legislative Item 1.2: This resolution passed and calls for establishing a new standing committee, created by the Common Table, to navigate Inter-Methodist Relations.

· Legislative item 1.3 Changes to lay equalization: Legislative item 1.3 passed. The legislation delineates changes to the lay equalization formula so that the last paragraph of p. 183 of the 2021 Conference Journal includes language related to apportioned giving.

· Legislative item 1.4: Legislative item 1.4 passed. The legislation recommends modifications to the Disaffiliation Process for local churches leaving the United Methodist Church.

· 2022 Consent Calendar: The 2022 Consent Calendar includes the Cabinet Report, equitable compensation schedule, housing allowances, action items for the Board of Pensions, and recognition of reports received was approved with corrections and 2.3 Housing Allowance for Clergy, Staff, and District Superintendents lifted and amended.

A presentation of the updated Disaffiliation Process was received, and time was spent in plenary sessions fielding questions. 

 Miracle Offering: Participants in the 29th Session of the Dakotas Annual Conference gathered for worship Friday morning, June 10, to share their gifts to heal a broken world. ​​​​​​​During the service, Bishop Deb Kiesey said, "One of the most meaningful ways we express our love of God and grow in faith is through our gifts." Rev. Bob Ruedebusch, Southwest District Superintendent, gave the morning worship message, "Jesus Gets Us," proclaiming that Jesus heals us. "Jesus sends us out into the world to be the apprentices of healing and proclaiming the Kingdom of God has come near to all of God's people." The 2022 Miracle Offering: Wings for Wellness is a hope-bringing, spirit-fueled activity that will have a lasting impact on Native American youth served by Tree of Life Ministry and Spirit Lake Ministry. So far, we've collected close to $47,000. Donations are still being accepted

Food, fun, and fellowship by the river: Kids played on the playsets, several generations of cornhole enthusiasts competed in friendlies, and the weather was beautiful for a time to relax, laugh, and exchange after such a long hiatus from Bismarck, where the Dakotas Annual Conference was last held in 2022. This was the Festival in the Park. 
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Mission Statement 


First United Methodist Church of Yankton:





“To grow disciples of Jesus Christ and equip them for ministry in the world.”
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