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February Message
By Julie Moderegger

I’ve started reading a book I received for Christmas called “The Journey of Faith” by Rob and Lisa Boyd. I’d like to share an excerpt from the chapter titled “Ordinary People”. 


I believe God calls ordinary people to do extra-ordinary things. When ordinary people accept the challenges of God, they become extra-ordinary. People often think they are not talented enough to serve God. Some people think they are not smart enough to be used by Him. Others have shared that they don’t feel spiritually mature enough to tell someone about God. 

The result of those negative thought patterns is that many people just sit on the sidelines. They do not receive the blessings which come from doing great things for the kingdom of God. 

The authors point out that God chooses people differently than the world does. 1 Samuel 16:7b says “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”  God doesn’t care about your worldly qualifications. He determines commitment by judging your heart.  

The work of our Parish Care and Outreach and Missions Team depends on the ordinary members of our church accepting God’s challenge to be extra-ordinary.  Pastor Katie has shared her hope that 2022 will be a year of mission for Yankton FUMC. I believe that each and every one of us can be a part of that hope becoming reality. 

It’s been said that “God is not so much concerned with your ability as He is with your availability” (source unknown).  Trust that God has a plan for your ordinary self to serve His kingdom in extra-ordinary ways. Make yourself available.  

Ash Wednesday Service


Join Us Wednesday, March 2nd 7pm with Rev. Karl Watkins.
World Day of Prayer 

World Day of Prayer will be observed on Friday, March 4th at 2pm at Trinity Lutheran Church. The program sponsored by Church Women United was written by the women on England, Northern Ireland and Wales. This day is celebrated worldwide on the first Friday in March, this year, March 4th. Please join women of many faiths in offering prayers for our world and its people. Masks recommended. 

Spring Ahead - Sunday March 13th! 
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God Moments


We would LOVE for you to share your God Moments with us!! All of us take pictures of the things that bring us joy and happiness every day. And each of these moments is provided to you by God. We would love for you to share those pictures with us, so we can share them with the church on Sunday mornings and also on a display we have in mind for here at church. Please text your pictures to (605) 695-0178 or email them to 1stumckidsyankton@gmail.com. 

FirstKids

605 (PreSchool-4th grade)
Every Wednesday from 5:45-6:45pm

Children's Church (PreSchool-3rd grade)
Every Sunday during our 9:00 Contemporary service

    *Wednesday, March 2nd is Ash Wednesday. We encourage all families to join us after 605 for this 7pm service. 

Youth

Youth Group (5th grade-HS)
Every Wednesday from 7-8pm

   *Wednesday March 2nd youth group will be attending the Ash Wednesday service at 7pm. 

      We encourage families to attend together!

*We will be packing Sack Packs Wednesday, March 23rd at 5pm

March is Camp Month


Summer Camp – Time to start planning! Camp brochures are here – if you did not get one in the mail, you can find them in the lobby downstairs. Deadline for the Early Bird price is April 30th.  The church will take care of ½ of the early bird cost of one camp per youth. If your youth is going to more than one camp you are responsible for the cost of the other camps.  If you register after April 30th – the church & UMW will only pay for ½ of the early bird cost. You will be responsible for the difference between early bird and full price. To register, you will need to call the office to get the church code that you will enter on the registration form, this code will automatically subtract the church’s portion from your payment. You will be able to register more than one person at a time but if you are registering the same person for more than one camp you need to do a separate registration online for the second camp.

The Conference runs an across state bus to Storm Mountain – if you plan to have your youth ride the bus you must mark it on your registration form. We encourage you to attend camps that other youth in your grades are going to – hopefully we can carpool whenever possible. Remember if your child is riding with someone it is common courtesy to help cover the cost of gas. If you plan to use the church van – it needs to be half full (8 people or more – if you only have 7 and feel you need to use the church van check with Tiffany). Those riding in the van are responsible for gas. Tiffany needs to know if you would like your youth to ride in the church van or carpool with others.  She will be able to tell you if anyone else is signed up for a camp you are thinking about. It is very helpful if Tiffany gets a copy of your registration forms, so she knows what camps your youth are going to.
For the K – 3rd graders we need to have 1 adult attend camp with every 5 campers. There is a cost for Shepherds to attend the Mini Camps, SonSeekers and Summer's Last Blast camp. Remember the grade listed for each camp is the grade the camper is currently in. 

If you have questions about this process you can talk to Tiffany at church or call (605) 695-0178.
Camp Scholarship Funds with the Dakotas Foundation

This fund was established to assist youth with camping registrations and/or expenses. The main sponsor of this scholarship came from Ethel Schenk who originally contributed $3,750. This amount, along with other memorial gifts from various people who designated the funds to be used towards camp scholarships, made up the balance. This money is invested with the Dakotas Foundation. This money is intended to assist families that have youth (1st grade through graduating seniors) attending camp that express the need for additional financial support to cover their share of the cost. Any family that would like a little extra financial help is to fill out a Camp Scholarship Card located in the church office and place it in the decorated box by Sunday, April 24th.  It is the hope of the Finance and Education Committees that people will contribute to this fund and the size of our investment will grow so that the amount of money we are able to distribute grows.

Technology and Education Volunteers


We are always in search of people who want to help with our education programs and technology needs during services. We have many great volunteers but can always use more and there are so many ways that you can help!


Serving supper at 605, cleaning up after supper, teaching a pre-prepared lesson, singing songs with the kids, being a mentor to our youth, or learning how to run our Sunday morning stream. There are so many ways to help, and the best part is we have great people to help train you! You would never be on your own and your gifts are so incredibly helpful to the spirit of our church. Please consider an area that you might be willing to help with and let Tiffany know where she can train you.
Parish Care & Outreach Team

"God isn't so unjust that he forgets your efforts and the love you have shown for His name's sake when you served and continue to serve God's holy people."  - Hebrews 6:10

· Thank you for your contributions to our February mission projects, the Baby Bottle Boomerrang for ZoeCare and The Sweetheart Tree for The Rivercity Domestic Violence Center.  We are blessed to have the opportunity to share our love with our community with these wonderful causes. 

· We will be sponsoring Loads of Love on Tuesday, March 15th.  Volunteers are still needed for the 5:30-7pm shift. The sign-up sheet is on the table in the lobby. 

·  You will find a box of blank cards and stamped envelopes on the table in the lobby.  Please use these cards to find ways to reach out to others in our congregation.  Did a song have special meaning to you in worship? Have you missed seeing someone in worship? Do you want to let someone know that you are praying for them?  You can leave your card in the box on the table for the church to mail.  If you are not sure of an address, please just write a name on the envelope and the office will address it.  

United Methodist Women 


All ladies of 1st United Methodist Church are cordially invited to UMW (United Methodist Women), Monday, March 7th at 1:30pm. We will meet in the Church Lounge by the sanctuary, 2nd floor. Our program this month is Deb Overset with Food for Thought. Lunch will be served following a brief meeting.  All interested women are invited and encouraged to attend. 
Easter Lilies

Watch for more information on purchasing Easter Lilies. 
Breaking Bread Together 
By Susan Thorson, Faith Community Nurse


March is National Nutrition Month sponsored by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. This year's theme is “Celebrate a World of Flavors.” When I read through an article from the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics about this theme, I remembered when our church family gathered for an evening meal sharing homemade dishes of food from different cultures and countries around the world. We smelled and tasted new flavors and foods! We had a variety of specialty dishes from Mexico, Norway, Italy, Greece, France, and the US. There were ingredients we had never tried but everything provided had fruits, vegetables, grains, dairy and protein foods. By trying different foods from other cultures, we learn about each other's traditions. This time provided us with a good meal but also fellowship which we have all missed these past couple of years during the pandemic.

 This seemed to spur my thoughts along to our own situations each day. Making dinner day after day, night after night, can make us feel like it is a chore. We have to shop, look for affordable but nutritious foods, cook a meal, and then clean up after a long day. It seems like it would be just as easy to go out to eat, so we can go on with our lives. I think the “quick and easy” way out robs us of a deeper and more sustaining relationship with our God, our family and friends, and ourselves. 

We need to stay focused on how “breaking bread together” could lead us to better nutrition to build strong bodies. With strong bodies we are much more able to do the work Jesus places before us, this providing a better connection with God and others in our lives. Here are some ways we might approach “breaking bread together”, Try a new recipe from another culture one time a week in the month of March and share it. Involve the children in the meal planning as well as preparation. Make a meal calendar for the week. Plant a garden this year by renting a garden plot from Healthy Yankton at 605-668-8104. Invite a family from a different country over for a meal from your cultural background. Shop at local farmers markets for fresh, locally grown produce in the spring, summer and fall. Look at your old recipes and see if you can make some changes to make it a healthier version. One night a week, work as a family to prepare food together to create and sustain social bonds. Share the meal preparation by deciding who is cooking on which night. If you live alone, invite a friend over for a meal or just eat together with each bringing your own food. Check your cupboard and give excess food to a local pantry. Attend a cooking class sponsored by a local chef and be intentional and thank God for the food we are blessed with at each meal. Blessings for healthy meals and good fellowship this month.
Thank You


Thanks to the Piecemakers Quilting group, Tiffany Beste, youth, and other volunteers who helped tie some of the quilts.  Thanks to all that purchased and donated money for the quilts.  The UMW raised a total of $577 to help cover the United Methodist Women’s share of what youth going to camp this summer.  Thanks again United Methodist Women

March Birthdays

1 - Morgyn Jaquith, Molly Nedved, Maya Nedved

4 - Delores Kafka, Syndee Droppers, Tim Irwin
7 - Emily Gulick

8 - Rob Hale, Nicole Stotz
9 - Ketty Cornemann, Gabe Slowey, Reid Dutrow

11 - Jeffery Mraz

12 - Carol Peterson, Sue May

13 - Kyle Hirsch
14- Pastor Katie Ricke 
15 - Pat Kraft


16 - Lexie McCorkell, Pippa Pietila


18 - Jack Slowey
19 - Mark Peterson, Johnathan Stowe, 

        Ezra Lancaster
21 - Conner Nickles, Dawn Kabella, Ken Nebola
22 - Amber Reaney, Camden Pietz 
24 - Katie Rodig

25 - Carla Hummel, Daylie Pietila  

26 - Don Hurley, Linda Hagen, Marsha Johnson
28 - Allan Wieseler, Kloe Gall

29 - Lindsey Davidson, Jan Aughenbaugh

In Our Thoughts & Prayers
Carol Becker's sister and Carla Hummel’s Aunt Eileen Lundeen passed away in Pomeroy Iowa. Memorial service will be March 12th.  

Jim Reaney, Amber Reaney’s father-in-law is home from the hospital, but is still in need of prayers. 

Barb Wohl passed away.

Carolyn Teichrow fell and has broken bones.
Lorraine Slade passed away.   
Russ Tschetter is at Sanford in Sioux Falls for Covid pneumonia and blood clots in his lungs.
	FUMC Financials by Diane Kisch (Financial Assistant) 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2022 In+come
	Cash Flow
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Month
	Income
	Expenses
	Amount

	January
	$64,058.98 
	$35,827.92 
	$28,231.06 

	Totals
	$64,058.98 
	$35,827.92 
	$28,231.06 

	                                                                                                                                                                                                    Projected 2022 Expenses are $477,337.00.00

* Income for January is generally higher than other months as we have some members that give their annual pledge in one month. 

                

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Mission Statement 


First United Methodist Church of Yankton:





“To grow disciples of Jesus Christ and equip them for ministry in the world.”
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